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LETTERS OF JONATHAN BOUCHER TO 6E0B0E 

WASHINGTON. 




The following letters possess more tlimo m personal interest. It 
was an aocidcntal circumstance, a connection with Washington, 
that lent some notoriety to JonatLin Boucher. It is his ideas on 
education that makes these records of permanent interest, for thej 
throw some light upon the conceptions of education entertained 
■early a century and a half ago in Virginia. 

Boucher, tutor, divine and lezicogriqpher, was bom at Uencogo, 
i small hamlet in the parish of Bromfield, England, IS March, 
1738. He receiTed some schooling at Wigton, and towards the 
end of the year 1755, went to Workington, in order to study 
■sthematics, under Bey. Mr. Bitson, who, Boucher states in his 
autobiography, of which only extracts have been printed, **was a 
dnracter, and thought so even in a part of the world that is firuitp 
fid in characters." He must have exceDed in mathematics, for as 
•shoolmaster at Workington and minister of a chapel at Clifton, ha 
neeived £40 a year. Yet by taking private pupils ha **BOt only 
hoaght up his fiunily, but saved a thousand pounds.* 

With him Boucher renudned four years. What hqipened then 
■ay best bo described in his own words. 



** Early in 1759, Mr. James beard thai Mr. Tonnger, a respectable 
chaot in WhitehaveD, wanted a yoang oaaa to go oat as private talor to a 
featlemao's sods in Virginia .... I was to eoter into pay on the day of 
ny learing England ; to have my pamge gratis ; to have ny board ao4 
aztf poQMb sterliDg a year for tescfaiog foor boys, witb liberty to take foar 
aore. on sack terms as I conld agree for, on my arrival • . . • Oo the 12th 
•( Joly I landed safe at Urbanoa, near tbe mouth of Bappahanoock river ; 
Sid toon after got to tbe place of my destioatioo, vie CSiptain Dizoa'st at 
Fiwt Boyalv on the laoie river, and met with a cordial rsoeptioo.* • • • • 

Beiog botpitsble ss well ss wealthy. Captain Dizon*s hoots was SMMk 
ittorted to, bat ckiefly by toddy-drinkiog company. Port Royal was in- 
Uiced in a great measors by finders from Scodaad aod their de p en d e nts t 
•id ihe drenmjacent eonntry by plantera, ia general in middling draasH 
teosa There was not a literary man, for aagfat I eonld find, nearer than 
hths eoontiy I had |ost left; nor were literary attaiameots, beyond SMrsly 
>Mdiiig or writing, at all in vegne or rspnte. In sneh sosistjr it wm litdo 



* Mr. B. A. nrock, laid J UbnrkDi oT Um 



I J UbnrkDi oT Um ViriiBiA 
DixoD, wko died Jut bdl 




liksly I •hooM mdd lo IB70WB littla ttotik «t Ittumngi Id fmot, there wera 
BO loDMr U17 indnoemenU .... In all the two jtun I lired tX Port 
Bojal I did not form ■ liogle friendiihip on which I can now look htek 
with moch approbation, tboogh I bad a nuiaeroai acqnalDtance and nmj 
iotimaciei .... 

I waa DOW once more quite to aeek, and aa mnch at a Iom u efer ai to 
a profieuioa for lira, iif thoaghti had long been withdrawn from the 
church. Tet happily, a Iwd oT mifbreaeeii droumitancea now led me back 
to thii toj origixu bia*) and at latt made mt an ecdetiaitic 

A BIr. Gibeme* wai rector of Hanorer pariih, in Sing George'i Codd. 
tj, and lired acrou the rirer, direotlf oppMite to Port Royal .... Ho wu 
DOW engaged to marry a rich widow in Richmond Conntj, and the pariih 
there being racant, and oSered to him, it wan sataral he ihoald accept it. 
All at once, and without the leatt aolicttation on my part, or even Ihiiikin* 
•boat it, that which be was about to leare wat ofiered to Die. The lod- 
denoeM of the thing and my deep aeDae of their kindneaa, rather than my 
not knowing what elie to do with myieir, determiDed me to accept of ik 
I did to, and wo* to (ail for England for Ordert the week aftor .... Cap- 
lain Stanley, of the Cbriitian, promised to gire dw a pauage home and 
back again gratia. I embarked on board the Chriatian alraot the middle 
«f Demmher, and about the middle of the following month in 1762, 1 a^ 
rirvd in Whiteharen, after a roo^h and tempettnoua pasaage . . • • 

All tha littla time I dow ataid in England waa one oootinned Kena of 
biHtl« and horry. I went from WhitebaTen to London for OrdiiiaiioD, and 
Kabop Oibaldoton being then jnft c imeto that aee, I waa long deiaimd 
aod Bmeli plagacd before I aneeeeded .... 

It «M a remarkable coinddenoe, tliongh perfectly aoddental, that I agiia 
laodrd on the 12th of Joly, and again at Crbaoiia .... 

Ad liiddeDt now oecurred, apparently of no moment, but which, ai it 
led to aooM drcnmatancei of great moment in my little hiitory, I unit Kt 
dowD. One Sunday, a> I waa riding to my church at Leeda, on the road I 
fell in and joined company with a (tmnger genttemaa. He was from Mary- 
land, of tha name of Swift, diitantly related to the &mily of the celebraud 
Dean t and being a merchant, his errand in my neigbonrhood waa to tecnraa 
largedebt owing to bim which he thought, uikI not without reaBon,tobeKiDM- 
what baxardou*. I waa happy enough to point out to him a way of effectinf 
bia porpoiei, whidi might not ha*e ocoorred to bimael^ but which bappilf 
•aeeeeded. On bb return he apoke of oiy kind oStoea aod mytelfwithinci 
waraith that next apring four of bia moit reipectable neighboun leotfotf 
boya vnder ny care, and thna began my aoquuntance in Uarylaud . . . • 

I aeeiDed now to bo lomewhat id a floariahing way, and ai I was rery diC- 

Eit and fdtbfnl in my amplaymoDt, my eharacter wu soon eatabliihed 
t behold, eariy in August I waa aeiud witb a riolont fenr, fiwn wbi^ 
It waa thon^t llttio less than ndraenlons tbat I enr recovered. It was lati 
In Kormber befora I waa M* to Mir out of my own doora .... Dniuf 

eorthb "RaT." Inaa Wni(B.u''SIbema Um BonrnJiMtr |wtoI> In 17Cai "BU 
BsalkiT fa ■ BailBCT b tka «K; of VaitnliulaT. He was not bred to tha church. Iwi 
was HnMtiM* a >l«rb in laaia ofllce on Towar BUI. Be ohtoincd onlcri ■iiU orat 
hare BBdn tka BaaBtaaaoes and protection or the pruent goTornor nraiii»icr]. w 
p w ehawJ tba dlignrt of Oa Ctarar at Ui irat aomlu bv uniuccoiirul DinlcB'on m 
fsnaacna thsM loan Art rfwkioti lhW-Lt>l swUaewa^nl toEngland.bolclIj mIiW 
Ui Tena and Hawaasa in onniltlea to the part aad pment r«elingi of long eii»n- 
SMea. . . . Mm ^ tbs JUMr lUnk Ub lee IbaA oT oaitU and gamlDH far w* 
•r Us atelfc. Bs ^ mnorad tfowt om Etefak la anotbar two or thna tiiM*. * 
i bM alii l illilallgaf kfats | irtiimJUmyii W ws<f inMtaiL»»,t.Tl>. 



diis illnMS my ooont^man and aoqoaintanoe, the Bot. Mr. Dawson, of St. 
Majy s, in Carolma Coanty. had died. Pert Royal, where I had fbrmeriy 
^.waiinthiapanshi and my friends so earnestly sol idled me to sno- 
T^J!Ti * J^'*'"' """", •>""»''<»''. I »t length oonsented. but not before 
the people of Hanover, who had so generously chosen me for tlidr minister 
Bnd«r many diaadtranugea, alao gave me thetr entire approbation. Ther 
«nt so far as to conuune my salary a qoartor of a year after I left them ; 

so iDitance of generosity which I hope never to forget St. Mary's was 

Dot a pleasant place, neither had it good waters but there was a good house, 
jnd another old one, which at a little erpen«> might bo made such an one « 
I wanW. To th.i place I removed early in ife spring. , And now. bo- 
•dea adding largely to the fttmiture of the borne, I bought stocks of cMUe. 
and horses, sjid slaves. * «»•«". 

But my indostry at.d exertions wer« eitraortlioary. I had the care of 
surge pansh, and my charch was eleven miles dUtauce from me; neither 
hjdlyetany stod. of sermons. My first overseer turned out good X 
wtliing. and I soon parted with him, m> that all the care of the plSon 
derdvedon me, and though it was my fliat attempt in ihrt way. I S 
■ good crop. I bad now dao increased my number of boya to nearly Ihliw 
S;'°°*ii^*i*'^ the ion. of persons of the first oondition in the eolonr. 
They dl boarded with m^ and I wholly soperiatended them myself, with- 
sat any usher, for two years, ' ' 

aeigbbourhood, and many hospitable and friendly neighbours] and I hid . 
nesl turn for plaijlation improTcments, which I Indnrgod to a great extent. 

i1^T,:Jv7.^ ^V """^ '""*^ ",«; **"' '* ™ -°' p'"-"'' '-"'»'">'' 

II It was verr little such a course of life as a literary man should wish to 
^i. -k^n T " "^ '"'"■•': *'">"' inpwfit^hle to mysdC nor, I 
^t, wholly nseleu to otho™. ,« I altdoed ndther of those purposes to ' 
«ch a degree aa I now think I might bavo done. .... i^'P'^ » 

He followed Riteon'B example and took pnpiLi, two of whom, 

CL? V ""■ • ^'.'-..^t*." ''^° ^""^ ""^^ • '''^ of 
ooucnera wife, w^nt vnth ),;». *^ \f. 1 j. r. ■ ■ 



,_„„ »^«,i„, Miu » mr. K^ziT WHO afterward 
aoucher'a wife, went with him to Maiylaivl: 
Cnstu that tbcae letters were written, hut befoi „ 



laiyljuvl: It i. ia regard to 
but before tntrodiuing theai 
from the antobioginpliT, deo- 



- .,.. ^„.v nEuwuuc luBj- Q. isKeti iroiD too aiil 
•nptiyo of the intellectiial condition of the colony. 

Itrdlj k.e. . to,™ In Engtad .. d-irable to 11™ in J^A,J^a!^ 
Sf-ii .1.'" y '■' «»"™»™>. "«i tb. reiideeoa of lh70o«i«or 
peywdwii, ud fundiet of opulence ud note, .... 
i verr lunbonie Uieui .» biiill irhau J ilajred tber. by ubioiiMlon i 

iS 'i?J'' '*,"°^ M"' "f • f*"^" b. ««. In beb.ll of tL^M 
*»di,wb,obwule»n,dtatb.G.»Be,uddidni.o.dlt AndakI 
«»k ™ on. of Ibe «« tblep .b« .«d. .» to be Uke. «3S^ I 
•be not. «« „,», c. m'of tbe emnra,, ..d .TSbSiVw* 

« Ibne, M 1 1,.. now .«» .or. uno^TlJST «.., EJTSllSi ™ 



onet wart drawn lo llttnrj pvmita, and I beeunt «I mow not* ■■ « wr)> 
tar. Th* Bectorof Aniuipolii ia oikially ohaplnin to the Lower Houm; 
and the ularj ma but about lO/cnrrencj a mmIoq. and efea that ill-paid. 
It Meioed an indignity to offer or to reoeive a lalarj beneath that of the 
door-keeper or mace^bearcr; and w I wrote a letter lo the aMembljr in u 
bandMrae temu u I could, that I would, if tbtj m pleued, lerre them fbr 
nothing, but that; if I wai paM at all, I wonld be paid ai a gentleman. 
This tnmtactiua alto mado much talk in llie oouutrj, gaining ma nu 
frienda and morv onemio. 

Three or (our todal and literary men proposed the inttltution of a waeklr 
dub nnd«r the titla of the Ilomony CIvb, of which I waa the Srat preit' 
dent. It waa, in fkct, thfi bnt club in all reapecu I hara erer heard of, la 
the aole object of it wan to promote iiinoeeiil mirtii and ingenioua hnmonr. 
We bad a Mcretary, and boolct in which all onr proceeding* were recorded,* 
and aa every member conceired himaelf bound to contribnEe aome compo. 
aition, either in verae or proae, and we had atao mnny mirthfully ingeniou 
debate*, our archive* aoon awelled to two or three folioa, replete witlt amek 
uiicellaueoot wit and fun. I had a great abare in ita proceeding* t and it 
•oon grew into anch fame that the governor and all the principal people of 
the connlry ambitloaaly aolidted the honour of being membera or honoraiy 
vUianta. It laated aa long as I stayed in AoDapolia, and waa finally brobaa 
. «p only when the trouble* began and pat an end, to every thing that wai 
pleaaaat and proper. .... 

At tlie outbreak of the Revolution Boucher remamed loyal to tht 
king, and waa obliged to leave Maiyland. Going to England be 
Kceived a pension from tho crown, and devoted hitnself to philology. 
He died in 1604. 

It must bo ndmittcd that Bouchor was, in ability, much above 
die ordinniy divine to bo found in Virginia at thaf time. Many 
very peculiar characters were exported from England to lead tlw 
•oiua of the American eolonista hito the paths of rightcousncM. If 
we were to judge tho sincerity of the church by the character of 
•ome of ita exponents and agent* to bo found in Virginia, tbt 
result would be discouragmg. Liko the merchandiae sent to 
Ameriea, nony of the clergymen might have been called " cols- 
uials," meaning a quali^ of article not good enough to be used at 
home, but quite good enough for use in a colony thoustuids of milei 
•way, and where tho curing of tobacco waa of equal importance with 
coring of souls. No scandal ever attached to Boucher. He owned 
and woriced slaves, but that has a necessary incident where fne 
laborcmildnotezist owing to the prerolence of slavery. Ho tau^ 
bis slaves, and even made some of diem eciioolmasteis fbr the rMt 
He was a Toiy, but a'good part of the wealth and intelligence af 
dw colonics remained l<7al. He loved horse racing, but agwut 
that may be set his ardent dcnre for intelloctuol fellowship, and tba 
Homony Clnb, one of the earliest literoiy clubs in America. 

Wherever WaslnngloB's letters dirow li^ upon those of BoncbM 

saaartaaaaBlaasa 



I have used them. A letter from dw IfnuAeat ti Sue's College 
(now Columbia University) is inserted as germane to ue subjeot. 
In every case the letters are printed as the writers wrote diem, as 
any revision of text wonld destroy one of the main reasons fbr print- 
ing — the illiutration of character in the writer, 

JBotKlurta WaMngbM.* 

CiHOLim, 18 Jane, 1768. 
Sir, 

I think myself nracb obliged to yon for the Sattaring Preferenee given 
Bie, in thinking mo a proper person to undertake the Direetfon of matt' 
Cuba's Kdueation. And I will nut hesitate to canfeet lo you, that it wou'd 
mortify me not a little to be depriv'd of so acceptable an Opportunity of 
obtaining some Credit to myself; which I flatter myself there wou'd be no 
Danger of, from so promising a youth. Yet am I under a neceadty of in- 
formitig you of a CircumsUnce in my affairs, which may probably lead yon 
to look oat for anotber Tutor for your Ward. Frefermenta in the ehnroh 
ia Virginia are ao extremely acanty, that I have for aone time bean sndea* 
roaring to eatabliah an intereat in Sfaryland, where, I doubt not but yon 
know, the Livings are moob better. I happened lo be in Annapolis, ebiefly 
■pen this Buaiuesa, at th* Time yoar Letter reaeb'd this Place: and tho' I 
have already met with two DisappoinUneats, yet I have reO*. fresh Prom- 
itea that I shall now aoon be provided for. If This happen at alt, as I have 
all y* Beasou in y* world to believe that it will, the Pariih I axpeot ii That 
of Annap*., where also I propose to conlJDae superintending the Edneatlon 
of a few Boys. 

Now. Sir, It will be necessary for yon to eoniider, whether in Caae such 
H change sh''. take Place, It w^. be agreeable to you that Blatt'. Cuatls sbon'd 
accompany me thither; for, otherwise, I can hardly aoppoie you will think 
it worth hia while to come down hither, probably, fbr a few montha only. 
For my Fart I cannot help imagining that you will think Annap*. a more 
eligible aituation, aa it Is, I believe, rather more convenient to you, A a post 
Town from whence yon might have Letter*, If neoeiaary, eveiy Week lo 
Alexandria. But This is a matter on which yon alone ought to jndge, A in 
nhich perhaps It becomes not me lo give my Opinion. All I have to add ia 
that ah^. yon resolve, at all Events, to trust the young Gentleman to my Care, 
either Here or in Maryland, I will exert my best Eodeavonrs lo render 
Uim worthy of Youra, & his Family's Expectation!. And aa He ia now, 
aa you justly observe, loaing Time, wou'd it be amiaa to aend Uim down 
Inmediately, if It were only upon Tryal, aa I preaome He baa never yet 
been remov'd from under the wing of hia Parenta: You will then, from his 
swa ReporU of me & my management of my Pnpila, be better able lo 
judge of the Propriety of contbuug Uhn iritn me. And tho' it be naoal 

• On Msj M, ITSS, Vaabiogton wrote to DoimIwt saklnf If bs weaM bs wflUaf lo 
Ui KuMr Cnitlaaa ■ porir. "He la • bajoljmoA (snlea, sbonl U ysaneTaca, 
indotsil In hia moral* L of Innocent niBiiiian. Two nara snd apwaida be has bsoa 
reading of Vlrxll k wm (at the tima Kr. llaogowaa hit hbn) entorsd npon the Oraok 
Tntaneat." CuatUwaa to haves boyand two horaea,aaa pcoveadeTlbTllw taHar. 
" U It la naeaiaarr for bim to provlda ■ Bed, ooaU an* be tiarebaaad la 7«ar B«tgbbar> 
aoodr Jt would aavo a long carriago." WaabmgtoB write, "I will ebsariUly w 
Tta or Twelve pounds a jaor, oatnMvdinarr, to angwe roar peeoUa r sua «( k ■ 
•alcblU ar* 10 bIm, aa ba ta a pramUlag boj, tb* Urt oT Ua ttmOj, * wffl paaas*' a 
**I7 luge Fortoae, add ie tbla aj aaxla^ to maka Um U far mace aaaftJ pipeajS 
AaaBwaalSMi?' TbawhelaihilanrSmr RMMvaiT WttUnttm.U.m."^ 
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for Boys to Olid their own Bads, in tlib CM^ that woa'd be inineoetMry. I 
will famish Him fer the little Time He will hsTe to sUy before I know 
what mj Destby is to be. As to Terms, &&, These may be settled here- 
after. All I shall DOW say of Them is, that firom what I haTO heard of 
Coll*. WashingtOD's diaracter, they are such as I am well eooTinced He 
will not think nnreasooable. 

I haTO been under moch eoneem that it was not sooner in my Power to 
admowledge the reoF. of y*. obliging Letter: this b fbrwarded by a senr^. 
of Mr. Addison's, whom I have requested to send it over to Alexandria, by 
w^. Ifaaas I hope yon irill reoeive it sooner than by Post. 

I am, ToryrespeetfuUy, Sir, 
X* most Obedient di 

most HUe Serv*. 

JOHA". BOUOBSB. 



Bniekgr to Waaktngtan. 



Cabolins, 16 June, 1768. 



Sir, 



Altho' I have already retnm'd an Ans' to y' obliging Letter of the 80^ 

vlt: by a sort* of the Rev^ M' Addison's who went from hence a Day or 

two ago, yet as yon seem*d desirous to hear from me as soon as possible, ds 

as Coll* Lewis now informs me that He can fhmish me w^ an Opp*' 

directly to yonr House* I am desirous to convince you, that I have not been 

inattentive to the Matter of y' Re<^uest. In my former L', I have inform'd 

yon of my Expectations of removing shortly to Annap*, where I propose 

also to condnue to take Care of a few Boys, db have left it to y'self to 

judge whether, in that Case, it wou'd be agreeable to you & Mrs. WssIh 

logton, that MastF Curtis sh^ accompany me thither, as, unless he sbou*d, I 

imagined you wou*d hardly think it worth while to send Him abroad to a 

school, w^ may probably be broke up in a very few Months. I added also, 

that sh' you approve of this, I shou'd be ^lad He might come down hither, 

In the Manner you have propos*d, immediatelvs which, I suppose. He msy 

easily do, as there will be no Occasion for his making much Preparation; 

since, if I sh^ be so unfortunate as to be again disappointed in Maryland, 

db be obliged to remain still where I now am, it will be as Easy for yo« 

bereafter to furnish Him w^ any thing He may happen to want; and in 

the mean IHme, it will be no Inconvenience to me to let Him use one of 

my Beds, dbe. And This is all, or nearly all, Iy«t have it in my Power 

to give you for AnsF: I sincerely wish the TJucerUinty of my present 

Prospects wou*d allow me to speak more positively. 

Ever since I have heard of Mast' Custis, I have wish'd to call Him one 
of my little Flock; and I am not asham*d to confess to you that, since the 
Betf of y* Letter, I have wish'd it much more. Enmgf d as I have now 
been for upwmds of seven Tears in the Education of zouth, you will own 
it must bo mortifying to me to reflect, that I cannot boast of having bad 
the Hoi^ to bring up one Scholar. I have had, 'tis true, Youths, whose 
Fortunes, laeUnatioiis di Capadties all gave me Boom for y* most pieasins 
Hopest yet I know not how it is, no sooner do They arrive at that Period 
of Life whsft Th^ might be expected more successfully to apply to their 
Stndice, Mum Thcgr either many, or are removed finom School on some, ^ 
haps ovuB still, less JusdflaUa MotiTO. Ton, Sb», however, seem so Jusuy 
"' ef J* vast ImpettaMe of a good KdneaP, thai I cannot doubt ef 



jour heartfly ooncnrring b eveij Plan that Blight be propoe'd for 1^ 
tsge of y* Ward: And what I am more paraoularlv pleased with is, the 
sident Deshre yon expreu for y* Cultiva* of his m9r8l, as well as his Intelp 
leetual Powers. I mean, that He may be made a (3ood, as well as a 
lasmed di sensible Man. That MastF Custis may be both is the sinoero 
wisho^"* Sir, 

Y* most obed< di 
most HUe Serv* 

JOHA" BOVOHXB. 

Baueherto WatkinjfUm. 
P^^ g.^ Cabolihx, 15 July, 1768. 

I have just Time to put a Cover over The Enclosed di to add to the 
bforma" I suppose Mast' Custis himself has given you, that He has 
SDJoy'd perfect Health ever since you left Him, except^ two or three Davs 
&at He complained of a Pain in his stomach, which I at first took for the 
Cholic, but since think it more likely that it miirbt be owing to Worms. 
As it easily went o£E by two or three Medicines I gave Him, and as He 
tes bad no Returns, I did not think it necessary to consult Dr. Mercer ;t 
which however, I shall immediately do, if you desire it. 

Ton will oblige us by looking into y' Books for a Work of Cicero's, 
Ds officiis, or his Familiar EpisUes — di Livy : di sending Them down by 
f first opportunity that [offers]. 

Be so obliging to me as to excuse the Shortness of this Letter; it shall 
lot be long, ere I will write to you more folly. The Messenger, who is to 
csny This to y* office, now waits for me. 

I am, very respectfully 
y' most obed^ Hble Serv^ 

JONA* BOUOBBB. 

^ St. Mast's, S August, 1768. 

I do not recollect that Mast^ Custis has had any Return of y* Pain in 
Us stomach, which I told you I suspected to be occasioned by worms: but 
M it is but too probable that He may have a little of the ague & Fever in 
nis or y* next month, this complaint, it is not unlikely, may return i and 
if it does, in any considerable Degree, D^ Mercer shall be consulted. 

Mast'. Custis is a Boy of so exceedinffly mild & meek a Temper, that I 
BSSDt no more by my Fears, than a Doubt that possibly He might be 
Bsde uneasy by y* rougher manners of some of bis schoolfellows. I am 
plcss*d, howi ver, to find that He seems to be perfectly easy & happy in his 
Mw situation ; and as the first shock is now over, I doubt not but He wilt 
continue so. Ton know how much the quest*, has been agitated between 
f sdvantages of a private & a public Educa*.: & this young 6— man has 
tibrded me occasion to reflect upon it rather more than I hM done before. 
His Ednca". hitherto may be call'd a private one; di to This, perhaps chief* 
Ij, He owtds that peculiar Innocence i ittneti^ o/numnen w^. are so amia* 
us hi Him: but uien, is He not, think you, more artless, more unskiU'd in 
t ssoessary address, than He ought to be, ere He is tum'd out into a world 
Gks this? In a private Seminary, his Passions oou*d be seldom aroasedi 
Bs had few or no Competitorsi and therefore oon*d not so advantageoiuiy^ 



• 

^y 



r/'^wom so, 1718. W«Bt to Mr. 

Mvatd to mderiekabuf In tlM I 
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in m more poblle Place, be inixred to eombat those little oppositioni A 
oollisioos of Interest, w^« resemble in miniatore the contests y* happen in 
J* gr* school of J* world. And let oar Circumstances in y* world bo what 
They will, yet, considering the thonsand onaToidable Troubles that humta 
natnre it Heir to. This b a Part of Educa", the seldom attended to, w^. I 
think of more Importance than almost all y* Rest When children are 
taught betimes to bear misfortunes it cross acddents w^ becom*. Forti- 
tude, one half of y* EtIIs of Life, w^ w\ others are dejected, afflict not 
Them. Educa* is too generally considered merely as y* acquis", of knoni 
edge, dt y* eultlTa*. of y* intellectual Powers. And, agreeably to this no- 
tion, w*. we speak of a man well-educated, we seldom mean more than that 
He has been well instructed in those Languages wK are y* arenues to 
knowledge. But, surely. This is but a partiiu dMEnperfect_aoB^ of it: d^ 7* 
aim of Ednca^-eh' be not only to fomudse but good men , not only to col- 
tirate y* understanding, but to expand y* Heart, to meliorat > y* Temper, A 
£x «* ^nCrmu PuqH>i9 in y* glowing BttaHL But whethc This can beit 
be done in a prirate or public school, is a Point, on w^. so much may be 
said on both sides, that I confess myself still undetermined. Y' son csmo 
to me teeming w*^. all y* softer Tirtues: but then I thought, possessed si 
He was of all y* Harmlessness of y* Dotc, He still wanted some of y* wis- 
dom of ]r* Serpent And This, by y* (Economy of my Family, He will 
undoubtedly sooner acquire here than at Home. But^ how will you forgifs 
me sh^. I suffer Him to lose in Gentleness, Simplicity, dt Inofiensiveneii, 
as mudh as He gains in Address, Prudence, dt Resolu*? And I must si- 
anre you f*. Experience, thai This is a Dilemma by no means so easilj 
ETmded in Practice, as it may seem to be in Theory. Upon the wbok, 
howeTor, I can honestly give it as my Opinion (and, as it must giro yos 
db Mrs. Washington much Comfort & Pleasure to hear it, I hope you will 
not suspect y^ I c*d be so mean as to say so, if I did not think so,) that I 
have not seen a TouUi that I th ink promises Fairer to be a good ^ a ni^ 
fbl man than John Custis. 'TBTtrue, He is far f". being a brilliant Genioi; 
but This so fer from being considered as a Reflexion upon Him, ousht rather 
to giro you Pleasure. Parents are generally parUal to gr*. ViTacity 4 
IBprightliness of Genius in th'. children ; whereas, I think, that there css- 
DOt be a symptom less expressire of fhture Judgment dt solidity; as it 
seems thoroughly to preclude not only Depth of Penetration, but y^ atteo". 
db appHca". nr are so essentially requisite in y* acquis!", of knowledge. It 
U, if I may use y* simile of a Poet| a busy Eiee, whose whole Time pasiei 
away in mere Flight f* Flower to Floweri with^ rest' upon any a inff** 
Time to cather Honey. 

He will himself inform you of ]r* accident He lately met with; and si 
He seems to be rery apprehensiTO of y'. Displeasure, c^. I suppose it as* 
eessary, I w'. urge you di his mamma to sfMure Rebukes, as much as hi 
oarlainly desenres Iliem. Mrs. Washington may belicTe me that He ii 
BOW perfectly wdL He seem*d to xpect me to employ a Doct% but as Ha 
aset w^. y* accident by his own IndisereP, dt as I saw there was no Dw- 
ger, I thought it not amiss not to indulge Him. The calling in a Physidss 
upon any trifling Occasion, I think, b too likely to render Children nsed- 
lessly tiaMrous di oowafdlr. 

I did not misunderstand y* meaning of y'. Reauest|in y* matter whereis 
yo« suspeet I possibly mightt being persuaded that you know as well sil 
dO| thai aMh particfdar Attention to sol only unnecessary, but Impraetiei- 
kte. HiWiU usably faheril % awch aaott consMeraMe Fortune^thM 
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sny other Boy here ; and I thought it by no means an improper or unreason, 
sbfe Request that a p'ticular atten- sh* be bestow'd on a youth of his Ex. 
pecta-. But as any Partiality to Him on y* trifling Circumstances of bb 
Diet or other accominoda-. w< be rather disserriceable to Him than othei! 
wise, I haTe taught Him not to expect it The only p'ticular atten». jon 

to T- P.?n;iL? A 'Sil "^" ?^^?i,^J * ^»»*t is, ; Lre Tlrilant attJn-! 
toy* PropnetY d; Decorum of hU Behat', d; y* restrain* Him f manr 
Ioduk;ences, w^. I sh*. willingly allow pOiaps to io'. Boy, whose Prospe^ 
in Life do not require such exalted senUm««. Y* allowing Him more^ 

r^J^w^n «-\?^ ^u?*YV* *^"« "^"^ ^^"^'"^ ^«**' r Company of 
^ose, who mi^t probably debase or taint hU morals. Had I my choice. 

believe me, it w«. be more agreeable to me to superintend y« Educa". of 

two or three promis* Lads, than to lead a Life of ^ most Toluptuous In- 

Wence: but the Truth is, oblig'd as I was to engaje in it bj iiSSSy A 

not by choice, I hare often found myself so ilLrequited, & ▼• office itself 

Cws'^th^t.'^fLTf.t.^^^^ ?P *^y y^^-^ lowest Fellows one 

knows of, that, after hav* laboured in it for upwards of soTen yean, with' 

hsT* added much either to my Fortune or RepuU», I am almost resolr'd 

todropiteiiurely. Yet whUst it conUnues tibe agreeable to youto let 

Mast'. Custis remain with me, it will be a Pleasure to me to bare y man. 

a^em . of Him: nor can I indeed come to any dedsiTo Resolu-. as to y* 

other matter, tiU I know more certainly y Fate of my ExpecU-. in Haiy. 

Be so obliging as to And some speedy d> safe conreyance for a LF. to ICr. 
^^IL i ^^L^. ^'^^^ ^^ recpmmendt. to f yticular Care, as if 
■light be of much Detriment to me, sh*. It fall into III bands, as haT beeo 
7* case once before. ^ ^^ 

pii3S*!Siu *i»» ^'T tedious Letter, w«». I haTO tax'd you w«». y 
JttTisal of, and, w** mine A my sister's compt^. to Mrs. Washington, I m 

Bauehsrto Watkingtan. 
Dear Sir, Carolihb, S September, 1768. 

I was much concerned for Mast' Custis's Indisposition, w* yet I foresaw. 
J sh* haTO told you so, as I did Him, had I not been ^nwiSll at y EiS 

21 l^ P "o,?"^ ?Jf"*'^ * ^' '^ ^o"« fo' Him, He is^fond of 
a^mbers; A to These, I doubt not, in a g" measure. He owes his bilious 

viJ^A u**II* »«,'»•»• ^"""••d my Boya a week ago; bnt th» Pu«nU A 
CrS. iV n^'^S^ ^ !•"/ '■"'Them, many of Them haTO had, A .till 
jwe thMjiIe Dworder. And as both my Sister A Usher ara also down tn 
9,1 see op <^ance I bare of qaitting y« Plaoe daring y* sickly season. w» 
•M my chief aim. Thank dod, tSa'PeTer. at« nrt wiy obsS^tU. 
jw, & easily give way to Vomiu and Bark. . ' ^^ 

Unless yon bear from me again. I shall be rlad to see Jaek here ag- 
fr latter End of this month, if hu Health irill then permit Him : iS 
gjy expect He wiU be in a Capacity to leaTe Home mnoh sooner. 
««, X hope, be may come wltbont Danger. Mr. Addison is anacted 
»^ arery Day, who wUl probably either come or return yoar Way.^^ 

i b^ my comp** to Mrs. Washington * her son, * am ie.* 

ftom Mr. BeMhsc's.''-Ai*y 4m 



i^iSte55A.»'^ '-^ <*-* 



rSir, 



FsEDKsicssB*, 11 Jkimtj, 1769. 



I hare bean miteh oobmib'iI tluit It bu not been In mj Power to ipcnd 
ft few Dmji et Uognt Ternoo. ei I bop'd 1 abonld. A ■nry psiofal Kt- 
•cder I Ubonr'd under wben Muf OutU left met coottn'd me to my Bed 
• Fortnigbt ; end now it ie too lete to eet ont, wbes I expect alt mj little 
Flodt to retom immediately, m eome of Tbem alrewlj an. Yon will 
wtmM* tberefore to let UeetF Cn*^ know, tbet it will be to no Fnrpoee Sat 
Urn new to weit for me, ae w« propoeed when we perted i & tbet 1 iluJI 
•ipect to eee Him et St. Uery'e, u aoon u orer • good Dey or two mej 
lompt Him to Mt oat 

If Ur. Uegowen be etlU wltb yon. be eo good ea to enqnire if He re^ e 
I^ f" mo nV e montb ego : Tbe Pariah In Loaien I mentioned to Him ii 
atOl raoent, Ibo* warmly ioUicited for by hi* Fetlow-Cesdidate Ur. CooIm 
Aotbera. lemdn. 



Uomn Terkoit, U April, 1769. 
ToorfiTorof tbe 17th came to my handi tbie dayt tbe content! of 
which, or tbe Letter itielf iball won reacb Mr. Ad^aon't bands. ^ 
reepect to tbe Dancing Gentry, I am glad to find yon hare rocb a choice of 
them, and that Newman bai got tbe itart of bie ri¥al Spooner, became I 
have beard him well tpoken of w a teacher in that KieDce. The otbei*! 
mitfertone mi^t recommend faim to tbe notice and charity of tbe well dit- 
poacd, bat if hie eccompliibmeola in that way are infBrior to tbe otber'e, it 
oaght by no meant to endtle him to tbe pr^rence. Yon will be eo good, 
therefore, ilr, to enter UaUer Cotti* with Ur. Newman for a year or other 
wiie aa bo may form hie icbool. Ura. Waahiogton I can Teotnre te 
aaaare yon, will be Tory glad to aee yon at Uonnt '^mon in the reoeaa of 
'Whilaan Hollidaya, bat it ia a pleamre I moat be depriTod o^ aa I expect 
l» ba in WiUiomsboig before, and long after that time. 



WaMmglam U BimAtr. 

UouvT Viww, July 18", 1769. 
Be*«6ir 

Aa we hare fixed apoo tbe S7^ Xnat* for onr deportore to the Frederick 
Springs, A U" ITaahingtoa ia deairooa of seeing ber son before she leavai 
bome^ I am now te reqnest the fanar of yoa to permit him to eome an for 
that pnrpose so soon as this letter gett to hand (by IP Sledlar, wbioblaa 
told will be eigbt days after dote). 

Nothing new in this part of tbe oonatiT worth a recital, and tberefore I 
baraonly Uaddtbecomp**ofU"iraBhingtoBaad«yo«stD yoonelf * 

I am, Bn' Sir, y* Met HMi Swf*.« 



r mmk^tm^lb.^V. akstshler, In <ta|* 



CAMLnn, » Ja:^, 1769. 

Sir, •" 

laconieqneneeofyonrLMiIast'Cnftia now waits on yonj Aaatbiaiaa 
pretty bnay Time with ni in scbool, I aboil be glad He may aet olf back 
igiin at y* lame Time jo'a do (or the ipriiigi. 

Enclosed yon have bu actf for y* last year, which aa you wore ao oblig- 
iog as to offer me when I waa at Mount Vernon, I will bog y« FaT* of yon 
sow to lend by Jack.* I hope it will not appear too faigb to yon; it being 
jut what I charged y* only Boy (Mr Tamer) I ever bad liTing w* me in 
(•■mme maDner he does. For my own Part, I mnat own to yoo, I charge 
kia Horses merely by Goeas, hay* nerer rery nearly attended to y* Ex> 
pence of moiataini a Horse: Those I have mentioned y* matter to here, 
think it too low : you, probably may have bad oceoiion to consider y* mat- 
ter, therefore I beg leave to refer it entirely to y'aelf. I have yet to men* 
tion to yoa on this lubj* that, penwaded by my own Experience, I have 
lately come to a Reaoln' of uk> no more Boys for less than £ii p* anni 
There are now four upon these Terms. A more expected soon. ITnleaa 
liiererore yoa object to it in Time, yon most expect next year to find your 
mi chai;ged so too. 

I hare a Pleasure in Informing yon that I please myself w* thlnki we 
sow do mach better than formerly: Ton will rem' my bar* oom^ain'd of 
itcVt Laiiness, which, howcTcr, I now hope is not incurable. For I find 
He will bear driving, which heretofore I ns'd to fear He wonld nob He 
hs met w* more Rig* since I saw yon. than in all y« Time bcfora, & he is 
the better for \\. This I mean only as to hb Books; in other matters, H« 
ii fanltlets. His new Boy too ia ioSnitely fitter tat Him than Jnliua ; & U 
He be not spoii'd here, which, in Tmth, there Is some Danger of; you A 
He A I too will all have cause to be pleas'd at his having made y* Es> 
dian^ 

Uisa Boucher was very Intent on going to tbe springa, but being now 
eonvinced that ahe cannot, coniistent witb ataoda' Principles, she u coo- 
tented to drop it She begs her respectful comp^ to Urs. Washington A 
iliss Cnads may be Join'd to mine, heartily wishing them as well an egree- 
ible Jaunt, as that They may reap all the Benefit they xpect fiom the wa- 
t^n- I am &0. 

1 had forgot that the Dsnring school ii to be at this Honse next Friday. 
He has already mlss'd two, & sVd not therqton, I think, segleot atteodlnf 

Witthmglom le Sottdttr, 

, ^ 4 December, 1769. 

Jacky will inform you of tbe Reasons why he brings not tbe Eiooks yoa 
<rnte to me for, and to him I refer. Perhaps all, or most of them, wen 
ocladed in tbe catalogue I sent to England for birayand if so, I expeot 
they will be in, in less than three months. 

"The Printer has promised to have a Uustek^Book ml'd for UIss Bo«- 
oer if I oome np, if so it iliall be twongbt. Jack's lUy has been longer 
we than wa intended, but we hope be will endeavour to make alonemaM 
by exlnordioary diHgenoe." 

t waaUatteo want to the Spring* JaljU and n 
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Hoelar Cbaptr 10 JJotlor BatKlur. 

Enre's CoLLXSi, Knr Yokk, 23 lUrcb, 1770. 
IffdMrSir, 

X bold mjsolf mncb obliged to tou for good will, m well u good 
oficest towards tbi* college, u insUncea in your Conduct raapecdog Mr, 
Cnati*; and I am onder Hill weightier obHga^Q, when I cooaider jtm 
very frieodlj mpeiuiaa of Uelief, witb Regard to some Baportv, wbicb jh 
tdQ DM b*Te httn rircnlktcd in toot P&m to oar prejodica. I ud coo- 
■oooe tbat we bare Enetnia in abundance — that erery OiMentar of high 
priodplei, apoa the Cootiaeut, U our Enemy — that many of tbeir miHion* 
■rice, froa ue nortbera into tbe lontbeni pronacet, tcoke it their Bosi- 
■CM, Bar, bare it la Cbarge bota their oiaitera. to decry Uua laa^tutiou b; 
all poti&U meaaai itemttt tbey are coavincal. from iu very Conatitatioo— 
boDC ia tbe Haade only of Churchmen i — which u very far indeed from \»- 
ing UM Caae of any other college to j* northward of Virginia, — and I know 
of none to tb« eoatbwvd of it— tbey are conrinced that it moat eveutuallj 
prore one of tbe Aoest eupporta to 7* Cborch of England in America. 

Hence there aroM an oppoeitioB coeral with y* College itMlf— or rather, 
with tbe very first Mendoa of an loadtation *o circumatonced ; which bath 
been eoatinned, without Interruption, to tbia Tery Day, with much Be«eat- 
nent, InretenKy, and Ualice. The College of New Jeney — and tboae of 
Kew Englaod — were already in their own aole DirectioQ*, and yet they 
coold not be aatiified that y* poor Church ahould haTe any lofineace ia otm: 
Bot that Diaeentert of any Denomiaatton are excluded from either Learo- 
iag or Teaching ; Day, we have educated many, and have aeTeral at thii 
TCTT Time, who io Honor both to ua and to theauelvea. 

However, oweiog to tbe very Oppoeidon, or to our own Care db Ctrcom- 
•peetioof— wbicb may, peibapa, have ariaea from tbe former, — onr Nact- 
Im yearly increaae. and our present apartmeata overflow. It would ill 
beooste any one, to boaat of the advantages eojoy'd by a Seminary over 
wbicfa be bimacif presides : but I will venture to affirm, that, with Reapeet 
to Diicipan4 (which, it seema, ia one heavy accusation exhibited againat ns) 
we are &r from being outdone by any Cbll^ on the American Continent: 
and X ht>w of nooe in Europe, to which, in thia arUcle, we are reallj infe- 
rior. Add to tbia, that tbe Expence— however auch Things may be mag> 
■iSed by oar adversaries, 1* not half 10 mndi a* at any of the latter ; and. 
I believe very little, if at all, more, than at mo»l of tbe former. Onr 
Tnitioo b only five poonda— one Dol' paaabg for 8 abillinga — New York 
cavreocy: Boom rent (onr ; and Board, including Breakfast, Dinner and 
Sapper, at y* Bate of eleven ahillinga a week, for y* Time each itadent it 
actually ia CoU^e. These (aaving Firvwood. Candles 4> Washing, which 
most be bad everywhere.) are tbe principle Expences, indeed almoit tbe 
only ones, of tbe tmly collegiate kind. OtMtn, indeed, mag ran highe^- 
as in Drna. and aMMtuMs u Company, than tfaev do at Colleges in the 
Coontiy i tbo' even these will not be materially different to a student of 
not Gt m tili lf 1 For aadt a oDe will cbnae to i^ipear bandaomely-babited 
ball Mtaatioaa; aad wbea be dba> go into Company, be will cbnae tbe beat 
fcr hb aaanciatei 

Vith Bcgsid to oar plan of Edncatioii, it b eopied. in the most material 
Fbrta, ftoB Qoaea'a CoTl^ is Oxford t with the whrt^Jaystemofwl'*^ 
(baving beea for many yean both Laarnr aad Teacher a that aamii 
with tM cbanctar of whM yo« an br bo neasa anarnnaJnted,) I lo< 
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a youig Gentleman'a Gnardlaa may rely on evarything In my Power 
» War<ra Emolomeot : but as to my turning PrivaU TtOor as it war* 



They 
lir bis nard'a Emolomeot : but as to my turning I 
-4t seems to me so inconsistent with my offiee {whatever others in my si^ 
ostion may think of it) that I mut beg to be excosed. But I repeat — ^Tbat 
I will ihew Mr. Cutis every mark of care di attention, and ace that hb other 
Teachers shall do the same. 

I have only to add, that I viak be may be here in June, — as we do not 
admit pn|Hls when at>seiiL — that I beg my best Bespects to Col". Waibinf* 
isn. whom I shall be exeeedingly happy to wait npon in Kew Tork (yoar> 
til^ I hope, ia Company)— and that lam, D* &> P Aff- Friend 

and very obed' servant, &&. 

U. COOPIL 

I hope yon will have patience with me — at present I suffisr madi bj a 
Hvere fit of the gravd. 

BinuAgrlo WaMngton. 
Q^ Si,^ Caiouke, i April, 1770. 

I felt to strongly tbe Troth of vonr Remarfci. that t took shame to my* 
•elf for having ndoc'd you to to dbtresMng a Dilemma. Believe ft. how- 
<ver, air. that it wa* Necessitj, A not loclioation, that urged me to th« 
Mep, which jet I sh'd hardly have taken, at last, eou'd I have inpposed tba 
drennutances of Mait' Cnstii'i E«f to hive been at you represent Tbem. 

I have now the Pleasure to inform yoa. that I trust my preaent Difficul- 
ty will be (urmonnted. with' lajing my Frienda under a contribution. I 
im almost inre it will, if Air, Claibome will only be pnnctaal in pajing 
hii £30, which I was Security for. A Debt, of long standing. A which I 
hsdaImostdespair'dof,fortaDateIyforme,has just been paid:& Thli(,with 
nme collections t Lave made from the Esi^ of a deceased Friend, oa 
w* I admioutered. have enabled me to make up my Sum of £230. thb 
laat, indeed, was an Expedient I very an willingly had Becoarae to; but I 
BOW learn by Experience, that real Distreaa U very ellecbial in teachiof 
I man to get the Better of cert' delicate Qualms of conscience— dt let 
Hus teach me to view, w'' candor, tbe Peccadillos of others in timtlar ctt- 
mmatances. I purpose replacing Thb with what I am to recelva of yoa on 
Uut' Cnatis't ace'. A, therefore, if not highly lucooveDieDt to you, won'd 
thu year prefer a Bill to Cash, and ahoa'd t again be obliged to eall os 
jDn before it b due, as I hope 1 ahall not, I flatter nyseU widi being again 
■xcnacd. 

Uight not your propoMd Improvemen** of 7* Naviga* of the Potemae to 
the Vt :ward be accomplished oa some inch Plan as This ?— 'I mean bj ab- 
tain* an Act of Assembly, empowering cert' Commiwioners therein named, 
to borrow the Sua tuppoaed to be wanted at a iugh Interest (suppose 10 
p* cent) A tbU Interest to be rais'd F* a Tax proportioned thereto. 00 all 
J* vessels mak* Uie of ■* Naviga*? Or, if y* Naviga' w^ bear it, w* tbo* 
pHiapa it might not at first, yet, undoubtedly it aoon woold, might not thb 
Xax Im rated 10, at to produce a considerable Snrpliu. enoi«h not only to unk 
the original Loan, but to raise a Fund for still farther Loprorem". Ar* 
ant iome of the canalt ia EoglS db y* Turapikea on tbit b/stem? A, if I 
miitake not. tbe very grand canal now carrying 00 in Scotland b ao too.— 
Ton donbtleu have hnrd long ago w* was ome oa thb oiatter by iha 
Maryland Aatembly; bat, as I fear, P* y* ae^ of Things, oar Aasemb^ 
** not eaiily be persaaded to advaaca aay cash towards the icheme, tho' I 
en have ao imaMdiaW lotnaat ia fc. I ^ b 
JMtahaa'dbadropp'd. 



(•b* friend •» baaaaeUa Fi«- 



T mm mr Frioad Hr AUImb set with mm» DtfficaldM Ib j* Bu^ 
fi^ M pcofaliri] to Btkc tor mm, m I ban aunt baud from ^m. ht 
•boat tb* B07. 

Castb wbo. m well m a^fseU, b bst jott ntani'd from > Trip I took 
Him iDto BiduDond Cooatj, b gooo to irrito to hti Mimmsi to whom, A 
to Uiw Ciutii, with maa; tbub lor tli<F oblipng Belpi to mj Owdm, I 
beg mj afhctiomf eomplimoota. I am &e. 

Jlmnbrto WatUngbm. 

CiBOLnrz, 9 M&f, 1770. 
Sir. 

Then are toms fMrticQlBr Circam>tuie« in mjmStin, at tbii Jnnctnre, 
vhich make ma detirou to know yosr di lira. Wuhlngton'a final RmoIb- 
tioB mpecting Mr. Cuitii'a viiit to Earope. Should joa tbiok it adrit^ 
Ue ibr Him to go, A I bo tboagbt a propor ponon to accompoDj Him, I 
•till am williDg to do it. A od Termi which, I can hardly think, ^on will 
judge nnreawnable. — I do not mean to take npon ms to adviie von iu the 
matter; yet, I eauDOt help giving it 70a aa mj opinion, thatt fh>m what I know 
of Him, IVaToHiDg will be of peculiar Serrioe to Him. And, a* he i« now 
advancing faat to uwt period m Life, mncb the siott haaardoiu, thii Ex. 
pedient, if ever adDpted at all, ihould bo resolved on earlj, and pnt ia 
' Execution, at leatt, in two veara from thia Time. The Gxpeeta* of it will 
engage hit AttentioD, A oirert Him from what I tbiuk a very wronj 
Syiiem, tbo' a rvtj oonuaon one, with the Youth of Virgioia i it ti to b« 
hoped too, that It will itimnlata Him to poraue hi* Stndioa with greater 
EaneatBeaa, when ha recoUeeta bow often Ho moit be pat to the Bluh, 
If b* appean illiterate amoDgrt Hn ol Lotton, into wboM Ccmpan;, ia 
TknTelliog, He wiU often fidt. 

Surely, it will not be thought that I ean potiiblj have bdj Intereited 
Tiewi io thia matter. It ii true, indeed, I wiao to revisit mj native Coon- 
trjr; and I have loo a itroog inetioa' to tee the di£E* parta of the worii 
In point of Pmdence, however, I believe it were better (or me to remaii 
contented aa I ami I eoosidor it in thia Ijght, that 1 am nnconneeied io 
the world, with no very violent Passion, but that of increasing mj sisoder 
stock of knowledge, whid X persuade mjself I shall most efiectusll; 
accomplish by a Tour thro' thoM Canntries where Arts A Sciences hsvs 
been most snccessfhllj cnltivatwL These, believe me, are all the intoteatad 
noiives I feel the Influence of i A if 1 have either heretofore or now, rs> 
commended it to Sir. Custia to travel, it was from a fnll conviction how 
necessarj & bow wefnl it w' bo to Him. I bav« manj Beasons for 
this opinion, some of wbid, I believe, are not nnkoown to 700. 

Happening, at present, 10 be a good deal hurried, I havo only lime 10 
ndd, that I woa'd by no means have mentioned thia matter to you now, bsd 
not Bj own adBun reqtured iti & that I can never oousent to his Iflariag 
VIrg','wless He is flrst ionocnlated, which therefor* should b* resolved oa 



aa aoon aa over 70a ean be advis'd of a good opportonilv. 

I b^ m; nepeetf b1 Comp^ to Un. Wasbb^^ * UIss 
TOtT traljdcc. 



Cnatis, Aaa, 



F.S. I have shown Jad what I have wroto, n^ dedr*d Him to 
«< the Pnjatt ealmlj h eoollj, * than alt dm, di write 70a fBll7 Ui 
«tn awtimoBli ca lb* SattJeel.* 

• Waakla«tM-s HHwvr la Ala Isttw k pvtolsd in nv MHMw af nUlM**, n, 
ST. 0» M? «>tb Waiht^an —Is* ti ViDlmr, " Bm rtii rtirsOfr BgiiJw'a.' 



St. Uast'i, 21 Ha7, 1770. 

Sir. 

So hurried aa yon know me to be at preaeoL I flatter myaelf jon will 
sot avea now expect more of me than the Outlinea of a Plan of TraTelliog i 
the filling it np may be the work ot further Loiiare, A matnrer Coaaiden* 
lion. And, as I have potblitg to lay before you. but mere coajecture A 
opinions, unsupported by any Experience of my owa, let me agalu have 
L«ava to remind you not to pay any greater Deference to Those, or to any 
Opinions, than Tbey are foniid fairly to deserve. It is a Project of suff 
ImporUnce to warrant f collect* y» Opiniona of all who may be supnos'd 
to haTfi ever attended to. or tho't of the matter. 

Travelling, you are well airare, is still & long has been mneh in Vogue 
in our Slollier Country ; yet haa it so frequently been attempted & ex- 
(coted In ao alMunl it preposterona a manner, that it ia now become a 
Quealion whether it be really uaoful or not. And aa warm an advocate 
ai I profess myaelf fbr thia method of complete* aa Educa*. I yet readily 
own that it is only some Persona to whom Travelling can possibly be use- 
fol, A that there are perhaps equally many to whom it w^ certainly be per> 
Bidons. The li]fht, giddy, fantoatical. frotbyJb frivolous charactan amongst 
as, w" only be made worse, A rendered Incurable; but let sedentary men 
tilk aa much as they please of y* Loss of Time, y* Expenca, A y* un- 
settled A roving Habits acquired by Travel, to me it fa beyond a Diapute, 
dist an obaervant mind, & to a Person endowed w** Judgment to draw 
profitnble knowledge f" y" various objecu w* various Countries are per- 
pstiully presents there is not ano' so eligible a System to ho uken to form 
* polish y* mannen of a liberal Youth, A to fit Him for y* Bnainesa A 
Conversa" ofy* world. And if yon will be pleased to apply thU Hemark 
to some liring IiuUncea to be met with even here, I am mistakon if it will 
sot acoonut for that Objec* so often aUrted by tbe Opposen of this Plan.— 
that such, db sncb an one have travelled without being any better for it. 
Depend upon It, they were either originally unfit for the Experiment, or it 
bs been conducted on wrong Principles. Let thia be a** with' any sus< 
picioo of my aim* to reflect on any Indiridualsi tbe Refiectton Is not con- 
Ined to Virginia. But thero is a cert' captlonsnesa in some of y' Conn- 
Hymen, m" 1 cannot but lament, tho I very freely pardon as being but 7* 
Ebollitions of Zeal lor th' Country, \r^ will hardly allow a Foreigner (A '■ 
nch I must be called, in aplte of my sincere attachm* to VJr^ & Vu». 
^niaos) to find Fault with any Thing belonging dther 10 Them or to their 
Country. Bnt, as laro well convinced this Is not y* Case wi^ you, Iretara 
to my subject. 

It being then agreed, at least by yon and me, that generally speaking, 
trtTcllingia useful & necessary, tc yonng Persoos in all Countries, let 
IS. as mora immediately interesting us, now mora particularly enquire, if 
it be not particularly so to a Virginian and to Mr. Ctutis. The peculiar - 
idvaaUges w^ result to youth from Travel, are <* to be firat, an easy nd> 
inM, y* wearing off of national Pnjudicea, & y* fbd* Both* rldicolons in 
Mtional Peculiarities t &, above all, that supreme aooompliahmeut w^ w* 
toll a KnovUdgt ofj/' World, a science ao useful as to npersede or db- 
pce all y« Beat t for I nnderataod not y*PhTaa« in y* Sense In w' Popa or 
Bakes use it,but mean by Ittbat easy, that elewit, that aselU knowledfi, 
>* Ksttlu f" ao enlarged observa' of lien and Things, f* au aequalntanoe 
>*y*otutoinsA Usages of vnriou h distant Omntrl«,'f' aonnlMight 



1 of ReoMnlne, mod suppoMt alw like tha Baron of ThoDdertoi 
dk, thmt botb hueonntry and oootitnrmeii, are the finest of all jpoHibl« 
tries A People. Now, if it were onl; for jr* uke of TVath de Decencj, 
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-loto (heir Polidei, GoTemm*. Religion & Mannen; !d » wor^t V y> 
■tndj & Contampla" of men, h They preMot Themselw on T* JT| "Up 
of J* World, in vuioo* Foriiu, d» nnder diS* AppearKOcet. Tbii is that 
Uatter Science which ererr G— m«n sh* know, A w» jet do School nor 
College can teach Him. To apply ihi* to y' Country we live in, wliere 
will yon point oat to me another so circnmicrib'd in iu Interconne ■n'^ 
mankind at large, as Virg* ? Sa«ing here and there a needy EmiKTaiU from 
G' Britain, an illiterate Capt* of a ship, or a lubaltern JUerchS to vham 
cao a Vir^ Tonth apply for a specimen ofy* maDoera, dec, of aDy otlifr 
People? Thna limited in y* Opp*' for Obserra* mnst not his Ideat neces- 
larily resemble those of a Caribbee Indian, meDtioned by LaflUn, wlio, oF- 
fended at being called a Saraga, eidaimed, / know no tavaja hiil thi 
Suroptuiu, who adopt tUMt of WT Ctutomt; or those of y'lnhabitanca of 
the Marian Islands, who, being persnaded that theirs was y* only liuguage 
b y* UniTerse, eondiidod from thenoe that all other men knew not bo«r u 
■peak? He finds bis Lot cast in % Conotry amatiogly fertile, & thence 
learns to conclnde that eren y« rich Plains watered by y* Nile, tlie Grs- 
tian Temple, the Baman Campania, the Spanish Andalnsia, are all men 
and eonicmptible w" ocmpared w*> bis low Gnundt; A, parsning ihit 

Train r ~ ' ' " " -n......... 

Tronck, 

Countries A People. , — ^ 

If it were bnt to avoid y* Kdksnie to w' these palpable Absnrditiei 
then, one cannot but wish our Youth <fi be Unghl to open th' Eyci, i 
extend them beyond their own foggy air & dirty acres. But, Thit ii 
' BOt all: there is not a country in y* World, when a Uan of capaciij 
e^ be more eminently useful by promot« A encouraging y* Arts, than is 
Tirg«. Till Tery lately you cou'd hardly anywhere see a piece of Und 
tolerably ploagb'd, or a person who <fi be (wrsuaded that plowing vaiii 
any difference) A even yet it is more than probable, evun Those nbo 
liaTO made the greatest ImproremenU in this most natural, most uH'ful, 
A most amnsing Art. fall ioflnltely short of soma other countries. In ■ 
political View then, TraToHing appears to be exceedingly necessary j lines » 
Man may thus learn to double the Value of his EsUte. 

I nwndou'd too y* Improvemen* of Uaonerst liy w* I mean an Abiliij 
lor Ingenious, manly A useful Conversa". For a Traveller who makei ■ 
proper Use of bis opportunites, will be all of a piece, A return aa polinlieii m 
nind A ttuderstanding, as In hb PerMm. To this it is frequently olijccicl 
J* w^ is gained in avility A Politeness, Is lost in real Ooodneu A Virtue. 
by y* various tempt* scenes of vice to w* a youth must be exposed in ;" 
Conrw of bis Travels. In Ans' to This, let me observe that there are toot 
Tempera who c^ not possibly be preserved f y* T^nt of Yiea, even ••» f 
benefit of a private Ednca*. Or grant it were practicaUe to retain y* Funt; 
of tbeir UoraU by snch aarrew BegnU>t do not you think that If, by tU 
Ifcana, Tbey sb' ebanoe to bave fewer vices, "niey n* also have (««» 
^odlencies? And it ■&< be remembered that solitair virtue, bowcTcr 
pore and Immaenlate, is but imperfeot virtue i W« are formed for soeistj, 
Ay* Business of y* Wgrld ti n rWi'r w* owe to society: A it Is therefoit 
■ onDuty to c^fy oondvee for y* performanoe of these Duties in j* 
best mas', w* b by pradent A welt«oBdnottd£»^ 

Let M DOW, ir you pleuM, as a eontrast toTQa, for a nomaot figure u 
•milvee Ihtw* dtotsfT of oar pq^ sh' lUs Rxpedieat not bo approved ol 
Tkt eUef foUlnp ut hfa ohuaotar «i« that H« Is eooetitBlhMMlly •onewU 
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ipenul 

brio : ere long, however, they will discover Themselves, A if not duly and 
earafolly regulated, it is easy to sea to what They will lead. At best, He 
irill soon lose all Relish for mental Excellence. He will antrillingly ■» 
ply to any Improvem** either in Arts or Sciences. Sunk in unmanly sloth, bis 
Estate will [be} left to y* managem* of some wortliless Overseer) A bii^ 
lelf soon be entangled in some matrimonial adventure, in w' as Passion will 
have much to say, it is not very likely Reason will be much listened to. I 
appeal to you, sir, if this aco* be exaggerated t A if it be not sadly veri- 
fied by many living Instances y* have fotlen under y* own Observa". 

The Contrast is so striking to me, at least, it seems so, that I cannot 
think it possible for any one to hesitate a moment iu determin'. Let me 
then hasten just to repeat w'. I yesterday mentioned to yon of y* nun- 
ner in w^ I cou'd wish my scheme to be executed. In the first Place then, 
1 wou'd have Him make the Tour of N. America, at least y* Northers 
Colonies, w'. might very well be done In six months. And this chiefly to 
avoid y* absurdity of going so far to get acquainted w*^ other Countries, 
•re He knew any Thing of hit own. After this, He sh' go to Engl',, 
A there immediately be enter'd in one of y* UniversiUes, not so much f". 
soy Prospect of advantages to be gain'd by study in y* little Time He e*. 
stay there; as that It would be by much the safest Place for Him. After 
s winter or so speut there, He shou'd be conducted thro' y* prindpal conn- 
tiei A Towns of the three kingdoms, whieb won'd possibly take up nearly 
a year. After this, He might conveniently spend six months in the m^ 
iropolis, A from thence set ont on his Tonr thro' some of y* prindpal coon- 
tries on y* continent, w'. He tb'. travel tho' not as a virtuoso to colleot 
Rarities, or as a connoisseur, to gaie at excellent pictures or magniflcent 
Baililings, but rather like a Really sensible A gitUmmtal Traveller, snch 
IS Horace intimates Ulysses was, wlio travell'd thro' many dtiee to see 
T* nutuners of many men.^Tbese are the Outlines of my Plan, which 
sewever I no otherwUe recommend to yon, than as my first thoughts, . 
wK I shall be phind to tee Improv'd by y'sdf or others. The Expence of 
lbs undertaking yet remains to be spoken of, In estimating of whidia I am 
■Ten more at a Iams than in what I have heretofiire mentioned. However, 
Si I liad much rather have my Judgm*. tailed in Quest", than ny lodhu' 
to comply with every Request of youra, I hesitate wM to give yo« my 
Opinion such as it is. I cannot then believe that it oaa posdbW be ea- 
ccnted in any such manner as you w'. wish, or aa It ou^t, for less tfaaa 
ilOOO sterl*. p*. ann; if so tittle] which I calculate in this manner. It 
cannot be tbo't nnreasonable that my appointm*, if finallv I sh*. be ^tch'd 
Bpon Co accompany H'm, ah" at least be equal to w* I relinquish here] as I 
lake not into aeo' y* Injnry I may thus evantually do to my fbtura Pros* 
pecu In Ufe, since This I think, ought to be charged to y* Pleasure I pnn 
pose to myself f" y* scheme. This then I set down at £S50( my Expencea 
4 those of a serv' A a p* of Horses, at as much mora : His oini, A sen* 
Ac at £250— the remuning £XSO I allot to death' Him; A 
■sfiireseen Expences, such as Purobasn* Curiouties, visit* public 
fa^ Ae. For aught I know, this may be too moeb— tho' I hardlT think fj 
k: sbou'd it be so, as I know his drcnmataoces. It sh* ba my stady to pn- 
per" his Expenaea, u ^ aa they possibly omU, to Ue fneoBo. Aad 
' be his Preoepter, sb' have it striotly ia Charge pasetoally to iw> 
a faithful ao^ of every DUbmimf, iW to yoa v'-*^' '^ — - •- ^ 
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Power M mbjeet Him to wh»l««r n«w HeguU- yew might jndge expc 

*Tim nmch uluuiwd to Uy brfow yon m oonfowd & ill-digMt«d a Lettw, 
w» I b« Tou lo inpoto to my Huny, A> my being eoMlmntly iiitem.pt«d 
h, ooB^y I W, boWerer. yoa an only oollect fron. it y' .nb.Uoc« of n; 
ft«ii. & if th»l only »ppun lokrmbly plwiiible to yon, I .m not very ux. 
km fbr y FMt, «l>iDg » «.U™ly u f do, on f Cwdorto exc«e wy Id. 
M^n^ «d «V m«rt "'«!' i" '^ I *»" '^'^ Thi. only I h.re lo 
;^ of Job. thii w- yon oownlt «y of f Friond. on tb« •"•"«. y« 
Wlb« w i>od M not to produce thU Utur, wbicb tbo' I ua not «fr«d to 
liwt «* 1 WB yot mwiUing ib* be penued bf strmngcr*. 

A, 10 v. CnitU'i Uriog w* »• 'n Aniwpolii, iboo^d I rewl« to r«iiM*« 
tbiiber, H I MPPOM I tSlI, I b«" «rt wytting to «dd to w* ^J**"'^; 
toU y^ I pwp~e ollwg «• »"• Wwbiiigton id my w«j to MuiylMd, 
TLia thtm iJ^ Her ii>imedi«tely to wiTt- to jou her Mnt>meul., le 
Srt^I dMdl bop? to bo obliged w« »o«r flnel Re«iloiioD befo« I leaT. Ae- 
MiA which wOlWdly be More the middle of next nootb. I 



letTS A^ 
em ACi* 



Bemditr to WaMnglon. 

AmiArOLi*. 16 Augut, 1770. 

** jKk eomea • Day or two looncr t'nan I intended. Id ConMoueuce of « 
In^iutioo ftom M'.'Grilow«y, & M-. ^'^''f^'^S'i^i^Zi Jr^^a 
be does thii day. He bringi yoo tonje Mmplet, wbich I b»r(ily expect wiU 
dLm. iP. Anlb*. Slewmrt bu > Cargo ju*t am»'d. Dot y« opened, ta 
SSho •aya.are Aawrtm" of Coating: .bon'd Tou rather mclme to 
wiTfor a ebo^ out of Tbe«. if yoa wUl be » good a. to g.« rae y' Dv 
SLh... I wUl eodeaTODf to attend to them^Tbe.r oommon Rate of «11- 
iMto* ready money, U at 100 p' oent. which I think u cheaper than witk 
3 A^meT^l d-r onl f»m beooe for Londoo. in ab- a week or tm 
1Ht». I will be cerefol of any Letter* yon may want to pnt on Board. 

•m told, w* ipiriU ?oor hondred pound, are wb«nbed in tbi. City, wc 
hTre Tbey yeTgoi eU They expect, ileor^ Jacqne. & Johi.wn «t of 
J^ Fred^ tJUrrow. i talk of flxiog a Day '"TT """ ""^"SiS 
fore tbey return. Will it be eon»et.ient aod agreeiible to you to M 
SoIit*ioBthbeBoe,if yoBba«noticoinTimo-attbe .pom- ..- at, or 



lam 4b. 

• A kllar fte- WMUaglea to Baaehar. fcied 10 J»»y, m* U piatrt ta -y »* 
'TdlSiSSaSSmMdW.b.oy.e.-W. ■ 



^fSTyietertay •hew'd me a Letter He had joet reccir-d lom Crofr 
haTrt ntliurg, w^-Mh informs Him that a new feoremmjnt ••certain^ 
SimiD^^in that w«ter. woii*-* tb« eUher Co^: = M«"»jt« 
S?Mrrm£rto« a>« to be appointed OorerDor. He .peab of lu Bo» 
^riee *o. w* Certainty, ae a Matter of F«a. Hare you ^"^d «;^ 
SeParticoIaie? It wUl bewiimmeneeacquiiition.if not immediatdyto 
■the Wealth, oertainly to the Stwnftb of tbeee Gorenimenta— * a ane n«" 
fbr » pc^ieef apirit to adTanture hk. 



Bntdurta WaMnglom. 

AmrAPOLU, 1 Oetober, 1770. 

Dear Sir, 

I much wiah'd to have accompany*d Jack, but cannot: di what i* worse, 
ve part on an Uncertainty, which may be diutgreeable. I bare some 
Thooghto for sotting off for S*. Uary's this weeki & if I do get away, 1 
can luirdly expect to return again till I remore finally, which eannot well 
b« sooner than the latter end of next mouth, so that, if I do not oome by 
Uoaot Vernon, Jack needs not come hither, till you or He hear from me 
igM0.^A qnondtra schoolfellow of Jack's wrote to me last week to apply 
to Dr. Stophenson of Baltimore, to take H!m to be inoenlatod: 1 hare 
Jooe so; A at y* same Time mentioned Cuitis to Him. He seem'd partita 
slsrly detiroai of having an opportunity of tesUfying his Esteem for yon 
by thewing drilitie* to any person connected with yon. And, con'd yon bj 
taj meani resolro on this measure, I cannot but ibluk the present a hronr* 
ibta Hme, as th-ire are now. or soon will be, many of his acqa^Dtaneea 
tbcre oD the same Errand. 

Probably, ere long, you will find out that He has lost bis watoht A He 
deserres to be teverety reprimanded for bis carelessneia. 1 hare the watoh, 
bat do not care soon to pnC him ont of Pain. 

I heartily with you an afcreeable Tonr thro* yonder Tramountaln B*> 
(ioos, A am, Tory truly Ao.* 

jBbiieAsrto ITasttHytoii. 

AirvAPOua, 18 December, 1770. 

Sir. 

I thank yen mnch for your Intimations respecting Master Custii. Were 
tU those who hare the Care & Direedou of children as attentire to tb«r 
real Interests, we should not have so many Complaints of children spoil'd 
bf psreatal Indulgeuoo. 

It it not without much Concern I own to you, that your sentim** of this 
joBog Gentleman Iutc, for some Time, been my own. I hare obserr'd hi* 
{rowing Posuous taking this unpleaiing Cast, without the Power of pre- 
renting it. To a youth, brought up in the calm, easy. A rational manner 
<kat He h«i, the ordinary means of violent Restraint or Coutroll, woa'd, I 
believe, rather defeat, than promote a Reformation. The syttom we set 
Nl with, that of tonder persuasion, most still be pursued i and tho' it may 
M, jwrbapa, work a speedy cure, it ceruinly will in the End. I eendder 
U) ruing PasiioBi u some little streamlet, swelling by succeasire Showers, 
isto lometliing like a Torrent : you will in rain oppose its Course by Dams, 
^kt, or mounds! & the only certain means to prevent its becoming mis- 
dusTous, is to lead it quietly along by n variety of canals, lessening its 
Fsras, 1^ dividing it. There are but two eatea in which I can foresee 
■oeh real Danger to this young gentleman i & if He can be preserved 
btn These I shall not be greaUy apprehensive ae to others. I mean his 
love of Ease, A Love of Pleasure. Pleasure of a kind exeoedin^y ui^ 
(ottuon at bis years. ] must eonfsss to yon I never did in my Lifo know 
■ Youth to exceedin^y indolent, or to enrprisingly rolnptnoos: one w* 
ippote natore had intended him for eome Asiatio Prince. Against ihcM 
tsvhulautiug * most dangerous Foce to all llutt is tnly valnabla is a 

*AleitoTHraDiWulit 



*A lettar Dram Wuhtuton I 



AinlAPOUB, 11 April, 1771. 

°?fc ™™ <»r<Mj •jmp.ll.to -1th M" Wuktofloo ill Ik. .!..•.!««« I 
J jLJJTi^i. i Jrn»»m5lj b. .«1« d.rin| "■" »»'• ° -^ 
ML3r ilM MD WM. iMt MoirfM ET'oiiig, iiiiKieoUtwl ill B» Umoro. ind 

riiSTd.. Jii ta-rio". * i«[.ti.»ttiu it ^•"i"^*" ' "'ii°; 

M w on th. Uoirf.J , * for F»r o< liii pouiblj »tcbi»g it » *• »"» 
™i./,I b^ Him lonraLtrf iii.i»»iUt.lr, o»r. »p~i.lll » H«™ 
mTiii r" it, * i. bigh Spirits Th. PUl Ho tooli lh«t nigbt, o»J« ' ■ 
STSSi * J~ «».|l«o^ th.l Hi. [ ] W» r.n i.™.~h'%- 

t, Hi«r* pirpoS being willl Him .g.lo oiiMooa.J. " ""L !^'" ™ 
Sd, 1« . JSToo. A tb. T.od.7 or Wrf|;«d.J, * ?"P"°» " 
tbSrfS. Jl wbia Tim. I will b. th.r» Tb. D«i»r P™"" f "J "^ 

U tb. Ontnn, Mn. Wuhiogton lujr mt M.nr'ii ^ U »•"";•„ 
Siri, Wm?2ld Honour, A if th«. b. .r.r •o,''"'^' " "PP?""? 
jrJ7tbi.g .»lk«rJd* I •ill not Ibil to .™»ii.i..t. it to /onj^* 
SS tS. U . J0.ng G.i.tl««»i tb.™ (^i b.t on* tho oore «. 
S .™«rf) (hi liSrthuiptoii Coont,, of tb. oui. of S.v.g.1 . 
""f _r ?^r^'L._.j A T Wifm tha Clorli of m Connty th.ni. H« 



_jy .™«i) (hi liSrthuiptoii Coont,. of tb. .»i. o( S...g.l 
iiLL i3Ktab..'d .»»,* I bdiw. th. fclorli of .Count, thm B^ 
JSS^ » l?rc»»p«k» to J«l^ "d I dm -jr .ill b. » ~»pt.M. 



Hlw Tubiii(t<»i, di « *.- 

■ AMlIOUi, 1« ApiU, 1771. 
"T^'m-A BmnUt BtOifcottai Ii b.»i.g It in mi Powm to Wot 

E^r^iiii:i?s?? -"wis:"' - - 



with mm kO thb mak, * abou'd not 701 Iwt« left Him, bat that I knnr 
TM woa'd with A axpect mb motf, — & I eoa'd ddIt give on«i bj eom- 
ing down hithsr, to catch th« Pott that Mta oat thia Er'ning. Taterdaj 
vben M« left BalUaiore, no Poclu bad appearedt di I wa* nowilling to 
write til) I eould hare •ometbiiig more certain to nr. Tbli morning, I 
found three; & aboat fire Hour* ago, when we parted, I coald but count 
KigbL wbieli I believe will tie bit wliole Naml>er. His Fereia b^an oa 
Uonilaj, A mn lome^mei prettj high; jet Derer to mocb m> a* to oob- 
flue Him alMve now and tlian an Ildnr or id to hia Bed. In abort, I think 
I bare now teen better Anthoritjr than erer to lajr, that the Small Pox, 
bi tbi* artifidal manner, it reallj nothing; itt Tirnlenoe b to ahated A 
nbdned, that I now no longer wonder to find man think to little about it 
w ihny do in Baltimore. And to me, the whole tecret leemi to lie io keep* 
bg them cool; Cnttit, I boliere, hat not been within fire jardt of a Fire, 
MDce he went to Baltimore. I ib'd wrong him not to add, that he bat 
been exceedinslj manageable, di alwayt in tpiritti mocb more to than hb 
Countryman, bavage. The Doctor iiettowa many encomiumt on Him: I 
believe He wou'd hardly bare had one Puatule, had not the Doctor, at mj 
Bequeat, (for I thought, tlio' in Point of real UtefntDett, It Menu it waa a 
Uatter of 00 kind of Conieqoence, bit Hamma wou'd ohuaa Ha ihon'd 
haTe tome) givon Him tometbing warm to proroke Them onb Joe, I 
kaey, will hardljr have one 1 oolMt the tamo meant trjr'd tbb tnoraingma* 
bring Them onti it b kowerer, quite luflident that tha Arm banflam'dt 
■nd ihat He baa had the Fayera. Jack't, at I remember, are oh on bb 
■eck, auotkar by bb Ear, one on hit Breatt, two OD one Arm, and one __ 
•0 another, and two on one Lm) not ona on hb Faoa. Era I left Blm, 
kit Fever wat quite gone, and iDerer in my Life aaw Him tiettari to that 
I cannot but congratulate you db lira. Watbington on thb draadad •ffitlr's 
bebg to easily & happily or«r. 

Ha b not to be down till tha hlooday Sannight, which, I gneia» will ba 
ibout the Time of your tettiog out on your Tnp downwardt. 

Dr. Stephenton detir'd me to apologise for bb not writing to yon, aa 
being very bniy, and not having any Tliitig very partioular to oommonieata. 
Hit general Price it two Pbtoleb, it 25/ a Week for Board. I thall hava 
tccatioD, next Week, to write more fully on tliia A other mattartt at pre^ 
wt, being a good deal fatigued db a little unwell, I beg leave only to add 
lba,Iam Ao. 

P.8. Wbeat, in yonder boiy Town I have jntt left, I think b 6/. Soma 
ivf* ago 'twaa 6^1 A Flonr, 16/. Ton know th^ hava 111 Iba. to iba 

Amnlfrle WaMngtom. 

AswAPOLn, 8 Iby, 1771. 

Dear Sir. 

I have teldom found myialf worta dbpoted to write, than I now ami 
iwb^ aj»aedingly dbpleatod with M' Cnttit, that, aooording to my nznraii 
Dwre to Him, He b not here Himtel( to write A pot both yoiuwlt and 
Ui Mother oat of all fiuthar Anxiety on hb AooounL On Siatardar lait, 
Hi tent me word, ha would coma down on tha Bloodayt but the Dortor 
^g of Opinion that pouibly ha might give aome Alarm to tha Paopla 
^Re, advbd ma to let Him remain a few Days longer. I ^ aot A It 
Wing happauad that a U* Gough, n Gandemiit of Bank A FortiuM, id 



bit Aflqa^Btaaes !■ Bmltlmora, wu to be nutrried either Te«tarda]r or to 
Dmj, I take it for gnnted He bu been preraird opon to lUy on that 
Aoooant. For I have aeoii a QeDtlaman of Baltimore:, who telU me He wu 
qaita well oa Wednetday. So that there iranU nolhiog bat Himtelf to laj 
•o, to pat ererr Thing out of Doubt. And Thia being the Caae, I gneu 
TMi will eoatbne to think it right atill to forbear mentiotiing it to Un. 
WaaluBgloa, till ibe next W^A, when (ahon'd He not bare wrote yon boat 
Beltiwww, u I bardlf dare to hope He hai), ws will aMuredlj b«>th write. 
!■ the BMM Time, I tboaght it won'd be nor* acoepuble to 70N to have 
•t'b tbb ii^erfea Ac^, tua none at alL I em Ae. 

BoMUrta WtuKuigbm. 

AmiAFOLU, 9 Kmj, 1771. 
DearKr, 

Tbe Seawn of Seepence, I thank God, ii now over: Ure. Waahlngtoo, 
witbont tbe Fean that woatd have been unaToidat>1o daring a State of 
oDoartaintj, will have the Pleaiore of learning from nndonbted Authoritjr, 
that ber Son b bappQy di eaiily releaa'd from a formidable Diiorder, witl^ 
oat bardlj one Uark to tell that He ever had it. He ii aa well aa erer He 
waa in fab Life: indeed hai anch atrong Symptoma of Health, aa we almoM 
tad it inconTenient at thli aearee Seeaon of the Year, & dear Marketa. 

A Un, Bockaer of the Parith I left in Virginia gave me a Power of 
Attorney to aetlla a lAw-Sait the bad won. I bare vreed to Uke fiO£ 
tbb Corrraqr fbr ber Claim, which Money ii to be paid to my Order thi< 
Week Id Baltimore, and oat of it, I have ordered mj Friend there to pay 
Dr. Stephenaon'a Acc^, a« well aa aome other little Claim* Ur. Cuitii bat 
left tbm, Hia Aoc^, I fear, will ran high, at I eee They have charg'd bim 
St Ibe Bate of 10/ a Week fior the Faatarage of hia Hortes, & thii in the 
Conntryt whieh I have refna'd to pay. He baa al*o, very idly I think, 
exd>ang*d hia Gray Hone, for a large otanMy lilack one, and ii to give X4 
Boet^Having reeeiv'd Nothing from my Pariib here, nor indeed beiug 
likely aoon to receive any Thiogt & aa You may aaaily conceive that I 
bav« been pot to pretty much expence, I benn to Snd it difllcalt to find 
Cath to aapport my Family. I iiave therefore tlioaght of dcairing the 
bvor of yoa to pay thii £50 Uary' Cnrr*, in your Way up from Wbai^, 
oa my acooant, eitoer to Coll : J" Thornton, or, if you siMu'd not obance 
to aee Him, to Ur. Jamei Maury, a March* in Fredericksb*. I hope thii 
wDl not bo iaoonvcnieot to yoai &, after paying oS all Cnitia'a Acct*, there 
will not be very mnch left for me, which however I'll be carefol to aoo* for 
i^«o we aetllfc Exchange bare, I am told, it at 66$, which will regulate 
yoar Pays* of tbia Money. 

Soiidry " * 




Ttee, I hope They vriU not be azeladed from tbeir Oaiot for want 
ladnoTlne.* 

laa AeertataeTThaniaaCelvaia. Dr. O. AldM BlgoMr, of Uiln, N. T., hu 
h OaMDa ertMM, aiad tea aka prtatwl tha WlUa ef Iha Odvdfia ta 



«. V^*^""".'^ '''*' '*** ^^ "• another Urge Cargo of Phytic fbr 
UiM Cotti.; of the Efficacy of which in working a totalCare, He teeme 
uuiaally eooBdant Tliit too I ihall not tend till you return. 

A Letter for yon. brooght by a veuel to tbia Place, I take the Ubertr 
of direcUng to you in Willitnisburg. ' 

Tou will not wonder that I requett to know, a* toon at It may be in yonp 
Power, wbat your final DeterminaUon it with Beapeot to thia young Gendo- 
man • going Home. On bt> Aooonnt, it wen better to have it certainly 
known : & on my own, it is highly necctMry. However eager my Inolin». 
twill might be for tlie Sclieme, ihould it itill, after mature Deliberation, 
appear to younelf & your Friemit, prudent to be at luch an Expense, I 
tin not now sure it would be in my Power to embrace the offer. I am not 
indeed sure that I could re»iitj tho' it wou'd oeruiiily be highly inditcreet 
10 me to turn myself once more adrift into the wide world, withont Ortt 
securing to myself a comfortable Retreat. And I bave not, at pteaent, 
nch fair Proipecu aa I thougbt I bad, but a Weak ago. There b a Parith 
ttcant, not twenty Miles from Mount Vernon, where I shall hardly need to 
«T, I wou d rather be than any where elie in Maryland. And I tbongbt I 
tad been inre of it: indeed I hope I alill am, tho' tbe Governor tayt He 
Jjpecu from England a Schoolfellow A a Relation of his own lo All it an. 
If Ihu Gentlemmn does not come in, which I fear may not be known for 
looM montha to come, I think I ihall be appointed to it. And if I am, I 
Sitter myielf I thai], without much DilRcnlty, be able to ai to tettle Ma^ 
ten at to put it in my Power to punue tbU favonriu Plan i of whidt, how- 
wer. it u but Juitice to mytelf to own that, with Retpeot to myself, I am 
■ot nearly to anxious as 1 have been. Life wattea apeoe, dk, unmindful of 
r iilent Upte of lime, I have already trifled away but too great a Part 
M it.- It U not therefore to be wondered at i^ in my oooler ■wmeaU of 
Bcoollection, I wish far a Settlement. 

I bqt your Pardon hr all thia Egotism, uninteresting to yon: thb week 
•r two I bave not been very well t &, if in tiiu. & my fbrmer leUen, I bave 
teen ditomeably troublesome, I trast you will be to obliging at to innnite 
It to that Cauie. ' 

If it be at all inconvenient to yon to pay thb Money, on yoar W^ 

ijwardti or, if you may proUbly ttay longer than June, I beg yon to 

"°c"",i ."»' **" *''^'' ^" "PO" •**"'• <*''•'• BxpedienL I wil'dio pat 

jonr Engliih Letter mto the Pott OfiOoe hen, * bope they will fbrwaid U 

mm Alexandria, without any freah Ctotn. 

I b^ my reapectful Comp^ to M» Washington & ICaa Cnttbi * aa. 
I'tar Sir, Ac ' 

Potey, I hear, b in priion bonndt.* 

bite'VrHUnran: " I oeuld htva beea able 



X;?. '^JT'lJV fi*" "'"•"•h Shoes— tl»l I BDi tAaid hi Bub ttoReikMS! 
A Uticr fnni «.d>In>ton U. Biodiw, dS^Bw K^A^^v.\nUti^^M to 
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BmekiT to WMingtan. 

Anhapolis, 4 Jnljy 1771. 

Dear Sift tw 

I am •oiTT to hare thrown any additional DifficalUat in yoor Way, 
rapocting the affair of W Custii't Tour. At tiie Time I wrote, Difficul- 



Mviu mammmm m r vwM—u^ ^^ aocomoany 

will rea^fy allow ^ to declare, bat tiie second with of my Heart,-Hnjr 
lint was, that I might be independent After what I had already ezpen- 
enced. It woaM have been terrible to hare again thrown myself into the 
wide world, withont haying first secar'd a comforuble Retreat to return to. 
And, 1 fcar'd, it was too much to ask both a competent Living, & snch extrtp 



II you I will J maae n soiiaoie in ouior i\e«pi3UM, * ••*• w-^-g w '-^j — 

accompany M' Custis, on the proposed Tour,— I am at Liberty to add, on 

thb Condition only, that we set out some time in the next Year. Contrary 

to Uie senUm^ of my friends, who thought it better that I should first get 

my Induction into the Living I mentioned to you in my Last, ere I prom- 

is*d to make this otiier Bequest to the Got', I resoly'd openly & candidly 

to lay before Him my real Tiews; with which he was so well pleased, ai 

to promise me die Parish so soon as erer it was In his Power, di also Lwn 

of Absence,— for one Year only at a Time, but renewable: an ExTOdicnt 

He is obliged to use, thro' a ffear of giving Cause of offence to the Peopla 

here so unreasonably jealous of any Extension of PrerogaUTC— I bavs 

bad much Talk witii Him on Uie subject. HeJiad often Uken a particulsr 

notice of Mr. Custis, & on tiiis Occasion, professes a strong Desire toobligs 

Him, and you: and, it may be, tiiat I owe, in some measure, the exceeding 

obligegnesse He sbew'd to me in tiiis matter, to his Desire of being instni- 

mental to tiie promoting a scheme He so highly approves ot It will 

be in his Power to giro M' Custis Letters, which may be very uMful to 

Him ; & tills He will do with much Pleasure. In short, botii He, and M 

Dan Dulany, wiUi whom also, at your Reques^ I have conTors d on the 

subject, highly approve of the Project-iit Gim, Air. CiiHtii EiMe w^ 



ao exceedingly vague, uncertain, A variable, tiiat tiiere is no ascertaining, 
exaetiy, what may be tiie proper Allowance. His son has cost Him froa 
£100 to J61000. In Paris, I think. He says. He spent £500 in thr^ 
Dontiis, besidea tiie salary to his Tutor. Upon the whole, however. He ii 
of opinion, Uiat one year witii anotiier, Mr. Custis can hardly need U 
exceed the Income of his Estate. .... , ^ 

In debating tills part of tiie argomS it deserves no littie Attention » 
cnquiie, how much of his annual Income He would probably expend, tt 
He should continue these tiiree years in Virginia. Living with you, or 
under your Immediate Influence, He probably wou'd be restrain d wiuua 
proper Boudai especially as I do not diink He naturallv Is of an expei^ 
Ave Tbm. But, I am mbtaken. If, witii tiie most rigid Economy, adapted 
to Ua Oramistanoes, He fell much short of whal It will cost Him at Hone, 
I mean, of the Expeoee of his Tbtor. And shou'd he nnludai; 



Ml into tiie Habit of dealing in Horses, or, but in a very moderate Degfoe, 
sporting as it is called, neither of which He could well avoid, from tiie 
general Prevalence of Example, I need only direct your Byes to many 
vouog Gentieman, of fair Hopes, so drcumstanoed, to convince you, that 
it is not likely to be much more costly to Him to spend these three perilous 
years abroad, than at Home.— But, what a Difference, my dear sir, in tiie 
Bianner of spending them, di in the Consequences t To me, it Is so vefy 
•triking, that I own I shall sorely Ument If, with your very proper & right 
•eiitimenu on the matter, any untoward Circumstances shou'd yet arise 
from any other Quarter to preveut it 

I have, in many of my former Letters, already said so much on the subf 
of Travelling, that I am fearful of falling Into Repetitions. I will only add 
DOW, what I do not recollect ever before to have mentioned, that it Is more 
pecoliariy necessary to Him, than most Youtiis I have known. He has 
that Placid Indolence of nature. Flexibility of Temper, in his mind & man- 
ners, which require some better knowledge of y* world, than He Is likely 
bare to acquire, to ffuard him against y* (xiusequences of too much Comply 
snce di Confidence in the Generality of mankind. 

There is, to a delicate mind, much force in some specious objections 
which you suppose mav be urged, from tiie Consideration of your being but 
hb Guardian. But, they vanish at the approach of feir Reasoning, as it 
were at the Touch of Ithuriel*s spear. Tou are in Duty bound to promote 
Mr. Custis's Interest by every means in your power, ^ I am sure It is not 
Bore your Duty, tiian it is your Inclination. If, therefore, both yourself, 
snd every other cool, dispassionate, & well-informed Friend be fully pei^ 
•aaded that thus alone you will most effectually promote bis true and lasting 
Interest, ought you to be deterr'd by the vain Fears di mistaken Appro* 
hensions of others ? At this Rate, nothing good or great must ever be 
done in Life, A you have already far exceeded your Commission, ev'n with 
Regard only to this young Gentieman. I reaiMin upon this, as upon y* 
other Occurrences of Life. I wou'd ffladly do what, upon mature Delibera- 
ition & fullest Enquiry, appeared to be my Duty ; and If, afte^ this, mall- 
dons or ignorant People wou*d still put an ill-natured or un&ir Construction 
on my well-meant aims, I must be contented to bear It, as I do the other 
nil of Life, as something tiiat might vex me, but shou*d not make me very 
sneasy, nor unhappy. 

Upon the whole, I do very eamestiy wish, and, if I might have Leave, I 
voald request, that this matter may, as soon as possib^ be determined 
nther tiie one way or the other. The next spring, if I recollect aright, is 
tbs ^ra I always fix'd on for setting out ; and there are many Reasons 
why it should not, and not one that I can recollect why it should, be post- 
poned beyond that Period. And, to me, as yon will easily believe, it must 
bs desirable, as well indeed, as essentially necessary, to know what Is 
itiolv'd on, as soon as may be. My littie affahv will require some Time 
^ put them Into such a Posture^ as I ahall wish to leave |hem in< and, 
I tappose. It might be convenient to yon too» to know certainly, ere yon 
•tot home tills year's Invoice. If Airs. Washington, dk yourself, dk Us 
jwtrest Friends approve of m tiiera is littie Likdihood, tiiat die General 
^onrt will disapprove: would it not be a strange Exertion of Power if 
ttqr shouM ? Yet, it is right, Uiey should be consulted, db tiieir Consent 
owned. Gov* Eden strongly urges tiie Expediency of a six months* Tour 
wo America ere he cross*d tiie AOt.utioi it is eerlainly right, If for no 
•w Reason, only tiiat a asan might noi aeem totally unacquainted whh 



Ui own Conntiy. Ii it qaita roiiiand« in me to szpeet, that, poulUj, jm 
night find Ifdsars to ipmid k f«w tnoiitlia in onr P«rtjF April or Utj 
won'd bo vbont llw Time for Mtting ont. 

I am much eooMra'd kt Toar approheniiont of M' Cut)*'* (lender 
JmprOTero«ut«. And, toihaw 7011 how thaakfulljl racelva inch noticw,! will 
Dot deiij, that, pOMibW, tliero maj b« mhos Foaudatio^ for j' twt, & lltRi, 
■wrcver, «omo part of ** Blame, poiublf, belong) to ma. I will go farther, 
dt la; that both He & X >■ the K. of Piniaia laid, hereafter will do berict. 
[ 3 ''''*> '^ "" '"'* ^f* Leave to add that bla Improvemei)", tho' aoi 
equal to what tbej might baTO been, are, J believe, not inferior to tboae of 
aojr other young geutlenuui ao drcnoMtaDced. Naj, I will Tantare to u;, 
He b a better Mholar than moat of hi* 7«ara A itandtng. lie ia not, indeed, 
a> yoa obaerre, mncb farther adTanoed, than onder M' Uagowao. I eoa'd 
hero aaf a good deal : let thia inffioe, tliat I hope He now knowa, by Jbm 
pri&dplea, what heretofore, be liad acqnir'il by Rote only. He haa applj'd 
more oloeely of late, db haa begun ArithoMtio over again 1 A on hla Itoan^ 
b to enter upon French. There b a Deal of DiSerenoe to be obaerredk 
7* Edncat* a Gentleman, A a mere acholar. 

Ton will reoaiTe Phyaio from M* Jobnaon, & eoeloa'd, hia Direotiona, h 
- well aa Dr. Stevenaon'i reoF & min& And the papen, retpecf y* Claln 
to CoWnie'a Eat^, of w* I beg y* Care, aa well aa that yon will, whea h 
^ power, direct me what tauf to return to y* man, wbo put them into ■; 
Buda for yon. I am tee. 

In the Hnrry of writing, I had well nigh forgot a CommuaiMi a Fritai 
ptvo me to yoo. U' Lloyd Dtdany of thia dty b gi^ng to the ■pringi tU 
He nnderataoda yon hare a Hooae there— if naoocnpy d dt nna» 
gag'd. He w' be much oblig'd to you for Leave to make oie of 11 

I aaw Coll. Creaaap yeaterday. He aeama quite confident the new Gnil 
will take Place, A b taking hb Meaf area aeoordindy. Gov' Eden bean, 
that many of j* B^olatora have paai'd thro' thia Province, & biarprii'd 
Gov* Tryon haa not aent Ezpreaaea to the aundry Gov", on y* avppoif 
that ibey woakL* 

Mm Aiif CWft to OeL Gtorgt Wtukiugteti. 

AKKATOUt, 18 Aiguat, 1771. 
Uy dear Sir, 

I am exceedingly thankful for yonr Remark* on my Letter, which I la 
aony to eay, are but too juaL It b however really trae, tliat I waa b 1 
huny, when I wrote: and thon^ undoubtedly I might have found tncn 
time, I am obliged to own, that I am one of thoae wbo pnt off e^ery thia; 
to the laat Jud how it abould or doea happen I know not, but ao it a, 



gaven 



that tho I certainly eu write ujraodEngluh,&.apell,aa well aa 
le vet when hurried I very eeMom do 3tber. I might parhapa . 
a- k in a manner lew reproieclifnl to nte, bnt, aa yon navo attributed it b 



pie vet when hurried I very eel 
for k in a manner lew reproieclif 

Ckrefeaaneaa, alone, 4t aa AppeartJMe* are ao mae£ a^dnat ne, I anppoH i 
bio. All tbenfore that I eannowdoiatopmabe to be more attentive i 
watchful iot the future t Tonr gentle, yet very atriking obaervationB ibil 
have then' due w«i(^t wtu me 1 tber ahall 1^ no meana deter bm fna 
wifaing to yon every opportuni^, A I derfre yon would whenever yoa td 
n aialAe, pofail it out to Be to tM end, that by diaoovering my errora, I ^ 

• A 1;^ fcaw WMMi^ita ■euihar, dalUt fajy, 1171, tofriMad fa my IWBy 



I mj Tenture to mt, yon miir^t W». J-T.-^jfl^^ mwkel, t I think 
eat nconvenieace In attending the Raeea. "- 



ordinariea, th« 
pnU ftrangen to a 



a yon note 



I am dear Sir your aw 
& dutiful Son 

JOHH PjUtKI CuiTU. 

Tkt Amu^toUg Saen of 177t.* 

i. A«.^k ^^ " "':^- G-'<-/'^.»i l«£§^th Hn Botrt., 

.^ "*• '*'•*•"'"■• Go', "d.».t.tl„pU,«,ataUJ..,w 

.l»m»S' °^"">«"S''™*>"aw»tt.tl»pU,.MM 

« SS "^t*^- '^'^ ™l wmt to th. pUr rito. It 

M S°!5*'.^;-<i™'»'."«'™ttoth«bii. 

»d .f.o^'^^.'lj^iS;^''- "■" "« "" a.™. .0 th. pi.„ 

m. Sr'l''* ''r'" •'J"'"' ""i "lixl « Drnfl IX,1„, Erf 

BaueAtnf WailatittoH. 

AirifAPOLia, 19 HoTCmbw, 1771. f 

"bh X had , but I know abo, that there are not iL^ iSiTiJl; 



'^nraanlolariMred 



•MUiulat WHhlasten'. JovrML 
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whom He would hsTO leaniM moro, than He hat eren under me. Tbb 

Btttineas of Education it a complex & extensiTe Subject: & a man fhould 

be well acmudnted with it, before He ventares to pronounce how far 

another has, or has not, done his Dutj. V T^therspoon, it seems, said I 

muthi to haTO put Him into Greek. Now, how much Deference soerer I 

owe to his Authoritj, I will Tenture to saj, that this Declaration, at least, 

must haTO been made much at Random. It was not possible He should 

know what I cugk to hare done, from the few, Sb the Kind of Questioni 

He ask'd. To be aoquamted with the Greek is thought to sound well ; 

but, to determine upon a Youth's literary Attainments from that Orcum- 

stance alone, is not, in my Judgment, a much wiser method than the vulgar 

way of enquiring Ao«r /or a Bot has got; and if He has run thro' a long 

Catalogue of Books, to conclude He must be a good Scholar. Had Dr. 

Witherspocm been pleased candidly di fully to hare examined this young 

Gentleman, I shou'd hare had nothing to fear. He would not, mdeed, 

hare found him possess'd of much of that dry, useless, ^ disgustine 

8chool4)oy kind of Learning fit onW for a Pedant; but, I trust, He would' 

haTO found Him not illy aooomplish'd, considering his manners. Tem- 



per, & Tears, hi that liberal, manly & necessary knowledge befitting s 
GenUeman. I erer did hold in Abhorrence that servile System of teaching 
Boys words rather than things ; db of getting a parcel of Lumber by Rota, 
which may be useful dk necessary to a School-master, but can never be so 
to a Man of the World. In these, chiefly, Sir, your Son is deficient: & 
but that these are thought necessary to make a Shew of, it were not, I 
fiiSnfc^ nmeh to be lamented, should he over remain so. I neither hsfs 
attended, nor dare I promise that I can attend, to Him, with the Re^nls^ 
ity of a School^naster. But, Sir, tho' the liule, unessential Minutue of 
School-Learning may have sometimes been neglected, and thro' m^ Fault; 
I think I know you to be too observant db too candid a Man to believe that 
He has been wholly unattended to. His particular Genius db ComplexioQ 
are not unknown to you; db that they are of a kind requiring not the lesrt 
Judgment db Delicacy to manage properly. Pardon me. Sir, if I assume 
somewhat a higher Tone in chdming some Merit to myself, for having 
^thfully done my Duty in this the most arduous, db, doubtless, by far 
the most hnportant Part of Education. I have hitherto, I thank God, con- 
ducted Him with tolerable safety, thro' some pretty trying & P«I?^" 
Scenes; db, remiss as I am, or may seem to be, i doubt not, in due Tim^ 
to deliver Him up to you a yooif Man; if not a very teamed one. It will 
not be thought necessary for me to enter into a fuller Detail of this Matter: 
what I should say, I penuade myself, will occur to you. 

Annapolis was as unfit a Situation for me as Him, which I knew not 
till Experience told me. I am now, however, at length, again to return to 
the Country with a Prospect of fewer Embarrassmento on m Hands, thts 
it had been my good Fortune to be with out for these five Years. I.oj»« 




V... .. .«. Bagwd , , „ 

•ffeetaallT eonralt lib Intareat, I ahall Mver Umm 70a for nmorug 
IBm— i^ iadeed, ^ BImm or appratatioB Medad to b« of CooMqueM* 
to jva. To* wOl do Be the Jwtioe to beUere tl»t I cu hsre do otttr 
llMiTO far widdH Ua OoatbwM* wttk ae, beddM • Kind of w e8ecii» 
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•te Attaehment to the Boj,& • piece of Pride, it wmj be, that another 
(bon d not reap the Ment, if there be any Merit in it, of finiahbg what I 
have begun. I am now, I trust, happUy aet above the Neoeauty of teach- 
mg for a hvdihood 5 nor will I, a. far a. I can now jndge, ever uke Chane 
of another Youth beudea the Three now with me. For the last year, I 
have long ago mentioned it to my Friendi, I never btonded eharaing either 
Cnatia or the other Two, any thing for Education ;« this only fromwhat I 
thought a ConKJouuMW that 1 had not dewrved it If He oontinoea with 
me « I do my Duty a. I now intend (& if I do n[ot I wiUlbe the llrtt to 
tdl you of It,) I wiU charge Him, at the leaat, four or fiveTimea as mneh 
u I have ever yet done. 



r .J , V™* ."* ""»" ia»M«™ ; ana were u not any thing l am more • 

mnvmod of, than that your own College b a better one— better in every 

^,A J?" "w contiguoua to i^ & hear ev'iy OWeC to IL oftoii 

Bagmfy d beyond the Truth ; & were tbb the CaM with Beipeot to tho 

Objectiont to WUhaaubniu be insuperable, I wou'd then reeommend New 
lork ; It u but a stop farther, & for obvious Beasons, infinitely deserves 
toe Jrreieienoe. 

lam, Sir, 

Bmukarlo WaMngbM. 
Dear Sir, Primcb Geosoe's, 15 January. 1772. 

I now take the Liberty of enclosing to you, Mr. Custb's Account for 
/ Y w & half that He has spent in ilarybnd. Undoubtedly, it makes 
a formidable Appearance, and, at first view, may go nigh to scare you : I 
cannot, however, beUeve, that, when you come to descend to Particulars. • 
you wiU think it very extravagant, unless it be in the ArUcle of ClotheZ V 
which He got by your Permission. I should, indeed, except out of thb 
Uemark, the Chaige of the Man, at whose House we boatded : the hishest 
•nd most unreasonable I ever paid in my Life. I am firmly penua^ I 
never m as many Dinners with Hun, as He has chaiged me pounds %Za 
jet no D^uction could I obtun for two or three MonSu of the Tune, that 

A ^T*^. '^^ * "^^'y " ""»«'' *•* Mr. Custb was. You will believe 
u«t I dbputed It as long as I could, but Custom was agabst me, « so. 
wnat could I do? There are, perhaps, some other Articles, a UtUe in the 
i^napolitan Stile of charging 1 All 1 can say Is, that I have been as oan>ful 
?L f 1. ''^^ as my own; & if, after all, hb BUI be very extravagant 
^lor J Have of bte, been so used to such, that I have almost forgot what b 

• rwsonable one) you wUl do me the Justke to own, it b not bom any Prof- 
^ that have accrued to me. As many of these Bilb as are nndbcharaed. 

* «*^y ««* «f ny Power to dbcbarge, an AttenUon to hb Credit, as well 
M my ower, obliges me to remind you that unless it should happen to be 
jnooovenient to you, I shou'd be much pleas'd to hr.ve it bnwPower ' 
■uaediately to pay Them off. For what b properiy owbg to myself, Ui 
«iu be particularly agreeable to me to leoeive a Bill of Exdi* on London, 
MI nut ^out ower as much Mtmegr there, as I believe Thb will amount 
!^j . ?•?*•."' ^**b^ ''*'• •••'"• not to be oeariy so determiaato A 
wdMitbia ViigiBiat I inquired is AuumoUi^ last ««^ solely fo the 
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fmrpoto of direedng yoa in this Butinets t & tho* I met with different Inf oiw 
matiODt, the moit general Ac6oont was, that they did BusineM there at 55,. 
which joa will ohsenre, I endeaTOor'd to attend to in my Acc^, in redact 
Vir^ into Maryland Money, which, yef , after all, may not be right The 
Honey He yet owes, charged in my Acc^i jroa will see, is aboat £76; the 
Bert I wish too to^ve meia Bill for, which I reckon will be somewhat 
more tban £50 sterimg. I fear, I am not a Tery exact Accountant, not 
haTinr been moch used to snch Business ; you will therefore do well not to 
rely ufeogether on my CalculaUons, without examining them ; I trust, how- 
erer, there are not Tery material Errors.^ I must hot forget to let jroa 
know, that He just now tells me He owes a SilTersmith an Acct, which, 
the Man being out of the Way, I could not get in, which he supposes may, 
be 4 or £5, and some other little scattering small Debts amounting, lie 
fandes, to 30/ or 40/«-~If not disameable to you, I shou*d be glad Uiese 
Ace** c^ be retum*d ; as I also am Interested in some of Them. I haTe 
some others, not sent, in which things that He had are charged to me, St 
which has cost me no little Trouble to separate, and perhaps, after all my 
Pains, they are not quite exact If it be necessary, you shou'd haTe Uiese 
also, I will send Them. Some I doubt, I haTe lost; amongst which are. 
LV Argeau*s & V StcTenson, if perchance I haTe not already transmitted 
them to you* No Charge b made for his Education ; and this not only 
because I was uneasy to see his Bill already run so Tery hiffh, but also, 
because, as I haTe before intimated to you, my Attentiou to Him has not 
been so regular & constant, as that I could conscientiously make a Charge 
of it For the coming Year, howcTer, I purpose to charge Him ten, if not 
twenty Guineas; wh& lest you should consider as a Finesse, to make 
meamends for my Loss of the last year, I mentioned to you, that I might 
at the same Time inform you, M* C&lvert had agreed to giTo me that sum 
for his Son, but which, for the same Reason, I haTe not yet charged Him. — I 
know full well your Sentiments of my Conduct last year, & I honour you for 
theuL It is a Subject I Ioto not to think on, stfll less to spc»sk or write 
about Could I haTe foreseen how I shou'd live in Annap*, He ncTer 
ahou'd haTe gone there with me : nor shou'd he haTe oontmued, but that I 
thought CTery Day« I shou'd certainlr alter things, and liTe to myselt 
The Truth is, with many Demerits & Imperfections, I still Ioto the lad, di 
as I oou*d not find b my Heart to part with Him, without an absolute 
Niteessity. Thank God, it is now oTer; & tho*, widi my Acquaintances 
4i Connexions, I ncTcr can be a Tery diligent F^receptor, yet I doubt not 
soon to make amends for all that is past I haTe mucn Pleasure in inform- 
ing yon, that we all of us seem perfe^y happr in our new Situation : it if 
ouet & comfortable, & I fondly hopie, healthy. A enul iomMing^ as 
Frior says, is, howoTer, still wanting — this House is none of mbe : but as 
I am now resolTing in good Earnest to become frugal, I must comfort my- 
self with the Hope, ml I soon shall be hi a Opacity to get one of my 



Lord Baltfanore is eertainly dead. All that has hitherto been talked 
about hb Will, is mere, ranmn Guesa-work. There are, howcTcr, some 
pretty good Beaatms to belioTe, that the Froprietaryship of this F^Tinoe^ 
4i the most considerable Part of .his immense F^perty.in the Fundi, 
are left to the Family of our Friend, Gof* Eden. The will, suppos'd to 
be Us bet, wm in Naples, whero bedy*d,Sept' 4th.,aftera FeTer of three 
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ETent inU give Birth to many UtUe ReroluUons, of Consequence to us 
S\A^' ^"^5^^ I.conTe«e wiUi seem anxious to J^iTro^W^ 

I encIoM^oo Mme Proponla for a raw Map of the BMsk nute ot AnMrk^. 

I wou'd tniumit it to you. Poaibly, you know thU I/lwrtSkSowSI 
«d CM gueMjiJethw fee I. likely ti play ttmywithyLlJlS^ 

Shou d it fall in your way to proeura Him any EnoonrasemmiL «on^ 
l»nd hi. Paper about, & if toI. return it to -ilSTSSS; to^,S 
properly transmitted to the Author. -«>«»i» «iii*t.h 

\}y^ "y "w>»» w«|>ectful Comp^ to Mf .Wadibg. A MIm Outi% « 



J. B. 



Bmektrio WmklHftaiL 



Dear Sir, 



February, 



Dm, 4t BOt tnaHDitted to England, when the only Let' the Gov* ha« yet 
neV Iraa hb LShip'e AfeM-M Ihia Subjeet, eaa. away. DoubtleH, thli 



I oonpatulate von, & the world with us, on our Bestomtion to a tern. 

S^kTa W T !riT ^ " ? ^"^ *••" ' ««^ ererh^Jeam^d liom 
f^M it* ••"'«»''»" »>>>>o«t regretted, we could not beeome onita 

Sii.*.i'!f«**1' ^' "^"^ ^'^ 8~«»». •• Snake. andSmJShS 
Animal, are nid to do; or that, a., Uke Bean, we were diut up b our 

S^.^l*? u r^ '*• Them aK liy. with out Fir^ & by mcL^ SI 
Ji«; « Xia^A r^u^;™* »« Ini^hie, if th. weather hi^ heU^nch 
woger, we diould have had some TempUtion to try. 

u»i ^^\ ' ^I^ hewtofore said on the subject of these Acooont.. I have 

dnamubing in Mme Mrt their enormons amount, thit ther tie in a F^ 
cfejgh^ month., lU the le»t--& that they are in a JuS.^ wiSS 
^ than y««. Comparing Hun with t^e youths around WS 
really seem'd frugal; & a. far as I know, nerer indulged in any en^ 

^K^Ha^L'^r:^ y*? '~"i^ •»*• ^ hiifiest»i,ii n 

ttew Tou expected him to make such an Appeaianoe as He did. « keep 
•»JCj9mp«,y « He did : I knew not of the tVenty pounds, AamfadS 

^rt enqtdr-d of Hun, & can onlT hear that he bought Change. A Fine 

2fiw^"?J??r'y»J"4*»"»*»- B-t." tUs is firnomeS 
• «UWactory Aoo», I have ordered Him to write to you about It, * Ifhe 

tS.«r^hS^7 S*^ * i'^'l.f't^ thanW iii a mow blameable 
ffri^^- v^?»""i!r"y •"'• •»" "^thout my knowledge. 

2SPJ5^^*:. TJie hoardtag a Ferwn I. not, I dKMld hnajriae. to be 
«»«3ered a. findbg Hhn ^urtluch a QuanU^ of F^SSTiu U 



Chaige 



au nis own Attendance, Senrant^^ A a lew 
gowned I7 his, wUeh, kiwwiiv my BcmS 



Is b« M 0UMb b*ttar,'I tboocht * anffid«it Wunnt tor me. I nsrer 
tim^i to mmka a liTing b^ taking Boudsra : fn Vir<^iiiB, I am persuaded, 
• I lott Iff it. Yon will, botraver, bo to good u consider, that do Uan can, 
•m with tbo most cmj * ounagnfau Boudor, be quite ao ea«y io bb 
Faodlj, u witboot Tboiii — & •onwtbltig aboa'd be fcllow'd for the Iocod- 
~ ' " pate bimMlf ta I do not, nowaTWi agree with jou that £ii 



hi* go: 



for ft Bof la « kildion, b an oxtntTinnt Charge -, but, I auppoie, 
" „ idi for owe *•■ • 

Apdogy Fruior made i 



Gonndorad u maUng mom aiMDdi for 



Diutdvaotagea — at leiut. 



I obaom tbo hmn jon han pt^ted oott in amirer to wbich, all I 
can lav U, ibat t wall know I paid the Mooaj to the Man, at (be Time I 
bora dialed U| A TUt I am tbo anror (rf, a* Ur. Cuatis alto remembcn 
iL Gaaaowaj waa rapioaouted to ma ai a Han who hat) once aoen better 
daja, & deaarrlng of CompaMiont Howaaezooedinglj need;, & consiantl; 
amding to ma for Uooej. How it bai kappanad that He charged these 
Soma OTor again, & that I OTcrlook'd tbom, I oannot account for, till I iee 
V Jaoqnea, who ma ao obU^sg aa to tako tba trouble of teitlinB with 
Him for U«. I will) howarer, ban it raotifj'd, & accordiugly, I have 
•Iraodj' g{t«a tm Credit for it in n; Book. 

- I flad mnoh TrooUa and Toutioa in ibk taid CoQntrvabout this Article 
■I Ezdtanni &< hitiiaito, have ganentlljr kiat by it. Tbej teem to have 
M> atandaro, nor fix'd BwiilaticM, aa irith yoo. I enquired of tome of ilie 
Filndpal Anaap* & Bawmora Uarolianta betora I wrolo to you i but, I 
wfll cnqnira again i & if BiUa dtber baTO boon, or Bhall be, cither in ihii 
or the aast Uootit, aold at 60 p* c*, I will allow it. Some allowance ^oa 
ftUnk] la to bo mada for tbo madiom tbro' which one generally receive* 
r ]8<BM of tbia aorti there are alwaja a few degreei difference 

Mtweao a bnver and a aeller. 

I taar it will be impracticable to laj in Prorender &c for [ ] Hortti 
1b tUa neighborhood t u I Mn hire bet one Stable, & that a mott wretched 
eoa. Thia Article, however, cannot poaaibly hereafter be ao heavy a oni 
•a It baa been— nor, indeed, I hope, anj otbar. 

L* BTaltimoiel ia eartainly dead t bat, I beliere it tt itill unknown [what 
hial WQl it. It bad not been aent to Engl' from Naplea whero He dy'd 
[wbea] the laat Lettera I aaw or beard of came away. Every thine, 
Mwarer, known, ta bl faTOer (rf Qov* Eden. At all event*, I gueu, ti« 

twill not] have a Bgkt for Ui A I Join with you in wishing that ever; 
thing] may be aa modi to bia Advantage, aa I ahou'd fancy it it, that lit 
"* Htion. Theehief DilBcnlty aeemt to be, whether the Pro- 
or wia not anlail'd, A ao, vrtiether wilUble or not. If thii 
. _j]laialr be aaawer*d In the Afflmative, I believe M' Edeo 
i little rdunee] of befaig Proprietor. I hoTe not teen him this Slonib, 
■pwaroa [ ] of tnring to gat thltber next week, when I •hall nV. 

• ■ - ■ on Ace* of lhi« 

__ Shou'd I bear an; 

thing that I canf 
wiitalo: ■ 



or npwarda [ ] of trring to gat thltber next week, wht 

fim u reCmanbar yon] to Him. Onr Aaaembly, I bear, o 
daaperalo [ J I* prorogued dU late in Uarcb. Shou 

-*-'- ' that 1 canj ] it woa'd be agreeable to you to bear of, I *iu 

to no In W^^uf. X with 70a a ploaaant and agreeable Sojoun- 

I aaad }mA the Aec^,aa I eaadowilhont them — A tbo' I wiib'd u 
knve had Boc^ ndar tbaia, jet, I haey, my general Bec> may do. 

Be n good na to take Iho tnmblo of two or three L" to drop bi your 



Anieher to Wathington. 
jj, gjp PRixcK GEOROK'e CocKTr, 5 Mareh, 1772. 

At lenjrrt I have teen an nh.traet of the will of the Lord Baltimore, 
more ab^urf. & more vwing than you will eatily believe It iS^J. 
^je been made fifteen month, before hi. Deai. in Venice. 4 'iSTf<2 

gStj^r^^i^ir^fiiSn^^i;--^^^^ 

twelve month*, ench, f 1500. ' ^ " *'"'"• 

To Roh« Edpn. one hundred pounds per annnm. 

M" J™.°" "^ ■'""•"'°- '^»' ■» ^"»°- ""rf""!' K.»' ■• 

ii"''Fi'r°°' ""'°"'' "°'""- '^°' ^ "'"r "•"•"I- It."' » 

J^l^', "",''■■ '" '''"*° "''°"' '■• '■" '"^ 'l"!rgi"g round EoTOD.. 4. . 
(or . 1^.1, o( ™, v.nuo, of good ol„TOK,rl, iS.| '^ *■ " 

am "°'°" <'■" »'°«1"«" tj 'to .bo,. M" Ihlo.) «ol. 

"*;■».= * Francos Harfon) re.iduar^ LoMlee.. 

I lliiiik I rcmi'iuW iioiliine more i &, if 1 mUtakp not v«.. -,ni .Lr t. 

... ,,«i,. oaoogh Two »iif. .1.., i,o M loftt KS.rrfrlS'rf 

~ of h. Uoke of Afhol >v„l, ™peo, „ ,b. j.,, „, j,„. ,„ ^ 
..«.. i|„-o, ,oo ... iho l»o mlor. mil bo coJ„i,„o., i, of ooolZJo^ 

*e^uiMlioa. lou will roadily boliovo how Ijc.rtilv i ioin with »™ In 
-huig ,„oco.. u, iu,„„l, Kepouhto Braooh o( . ^Jil^°^„^^ 

wjfn.«4MitaMMb«lBMriadl|ate[ tboa^ h not la JU. 



bf Ibftt libonlity of Ibnuan, which li ods of the bwt Umi of Travd, 
bj mixiiig oocmdoullT with trvij wel]4>rad Poople. ThU, tho' I hii*a 
Dot Ldwnra to pnnne it futh«r, u of some ImponsaM in tho Duteimin^ 
tioD (rf tbli matter. 

ConSdent that mj Lean ii for, & will be kept to, jroimeU alone, I will 
aot b« ahM to wpeik oat, tfao' perhaps I maj be tnktalcen, peniuiled that 
I shall be pardoud, if wrau. I won'd not raahljr letlect either on any 
Bodies of Hen, or Individnus : what, therefore, I wn olioat to aay, muit 
bo read with great CandM-, and huger Allowances. From tho brnt Obw^ 
vatlona I bare been aUe to make on young Gentlemen educati-d in America, 
MM general Fault it, that iher come oat into the World, funiiih'd with 
« MikI of mattering of ererj Tbfaig, A, with Ter; few Exception, arrant 
t fjttffnmVg. Were It not too inTidkHw, I eoa'd name to joa IndividunU, 
who are realljr derer, hot hnrt one by this bIUt bumoar. And, I think, 
m maaj have brought awaj this sort of spirit from the Coll : of Pliilad*, 
as any other I lure taken notice of. I know not a Fault one won'd more 
earaestlj wish to aroid ; nor one, oonaidcring y* Character & Manner* of 
Toar Ward, that yon shon'd more guard apdnsU How far tbii may bt 
owing to any peenliar Dtseipline, or Mmle cd loRtraction Iii these Colln,rn, 
I presume not to say t certunly, Jiowerer, the Fact ia, as I hav** hinted A 
I hsTe heard the obwratian made by olhen as well at myself. That this 
Is not also the Case with Respect to King's College in Kow Yorl^ It mote 
than I have any authority positirely to assert: I have, lunrever, 
Boason to baliere, that It it not, at least uot in to great a drnve. '. 
other Coll^oa are formed on the Plant of those in S'wil'*, Lej-den, Gm- 
tiagen, Geneva: W" A Maiy, As Klnffs College, resemble iuor» those of 
Oaord A Cambridge^ In tho former, Men oiten may become Scfaolariiru' 
they wQl) in the latter, they mntt often be made so, whether thej* will or 
•0. TIm PiesM* of the Coll : of Phllad', whose AUUties are unqueslioo- 
aUe, 'wvs lumself brought ap in Scotland, in a lest regular manner, than ii 
the Fortune of Scholus in general: &. In spite of oia great merit, ihii 
most be some disadTantage to Him in tiie oHlce H« holdii. By dint d 
■operior Gviins, He has himself Brrlr'd at Eminence ia Literature, by i 
nearer Cnt, as it weret bat, the Balk of Men, must be enfomd to travtl 
thltlter, along the beaten Track. It it therefore, in tome tort, neoetwiry 
that He who mderukes to guide ns, shoa'd lUmself have travelled the 
Blind He is to thew nt. Tho Preti«1ent* of King's College Is allow'd to 
bo as tonnd & sensible a Sdiolar as any In America. He was fimi tmln'd 
•p regvhuly in a large School In EngUnd, ft afterwards complelctl hh 
Edncuion fay a ten or twe)v« years Rastdence in Oxford. I do not, how* 
ever, lay nrach stress on the comparative Merits of the Profestort : botk 
of tiMMe I have named possess extraordinary MeriL Bat, were the matter 
tobe so detamdncd, no Reason eon'd be gircn for his leaving his own Coa» 
I know very few better edwlar'i than dtber M* [John] Camm sr 



Mott 



tiT,as I 

IC'Johm 



It it but fitir in me to adverUte too, that I have, & long have had, t 
veiT warv ft close Friendship with Dr. Cooper, Pretld' of the If . York 
CoUege, that He is my Couutrrmaa, ft constant Correspcmdent, ft thsi, 
■offoe' Wf, I am under some Obt^tiont to the Trustees of liia College f« 
IB hononiT Decree, tbey were pleased to confer on me some time ic» 
How ihr, UMse lUngs may have Inass'd mr Judgment, yon will jndg« 
' ' itlbimMtwillinflrnbnd 



better than X out. I preioi, however, that I 



f Stk Mrlss OMpw, 



nk. ' t"»Win, you will, ,|,i, ]„„, Le^ "~ """ "™' 

bwu <i«u oi work. Dim, howover, if otlier AUuen cm Ijo nt orer b 
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Botu^tr to VatMrngtOH. 
Prince Gborqe'. Cql-ktt, 8 April, 1773. 
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tlie Jostice to own, thmt I hare repeatedly wani'd Him of the Hazard 
every man mtut necessarily run, who precipitates llinuelf into so import- 
ant an attachment, ere the Judgment be fully matured. He ban Reason 
to be thankful tlmt He runs as little as any one can. The peculiar & 
extraordinary merits of the Lady He« fortunately, has sbgied out to place 
his affections on, assure me, he never will have cau.He to repent it, from 
Her; I wish, I cou*d be half so sure, that his own future Conduct & 
altered opinions, may never tempt him to wish, that He had let it alone, a 
little longer. 

You will remember I always thought that he was enamoured of ^liu 
Betsey ; tho' even m that, I suspected not, that there was any Likelihood 
of its becoming so serious, without my first knowing more of it. Whj, 
He has carried it so far, without ever deigning to |iay me that common 
Compliment, which, I think, my Friendship for liim well entitled me to^ 
He best can tell. I will not, however, impute it to a worse Cause, than a 
false Shame. If he had consulted me. He would have found me in that, 
as I hope. He has, in other Things, candid and indulgent. Hut, when I 
recollect, that he neglected also to inform vou, I forbeiir my murmuriii^i, 
ashamed to insist too much on a Breach of Friendship, with your Example 
before ma, who have forgiven a Breach of Duty. 

I beg yon to recall to your mind, what my Conduct has been in other 
Instances respecting thb young Grentleman; and I am sure you will do me 
the Justice to own, that my not hnWng advertis*d you of this also, has been 
owing solely to my not knowing it, myself. However infatuated I maj 
have been in my |iolitical Pursuits, I would not Imve lieen wanting in so 
essentbl an Instance of Duty. I therefore, will ho|)e, that you will doc 
continue to judge harshly of my negligence, inasmuch as I ag:iin assure 
you, that, if I have lieen to blame, I have lieon so unintentionally. 

I shoukl belie my real opinion, were I nut to say that, I think, it hsd 
been better for Mr. Curtis not to have eng:ig*d Himtielf ; but, since lliU 
could not be, I should hardly belie it less, not to own, that I think be 
cou*d nowhere have enter*d into a more prudent Engagement. Miss Nvllj 
Calvert has Merit enough to fix Him, if any Woman can ; and I do, fruo 
the fullness of a warm Heart, most cordially congratulate his mother 4 
yourself, as well as Him, ob the Happiness of hb having made this most 
pleasing of all connexions, with thb the most amiable young woman 1 
iiave almost ever known. I know her well, and can truly sav, she issll 
that the fondest Parent can wish for a tbrling child. Warmed with the 
Ideas of her merit, I can almost persuade myself to believe, that the sd- 
rantages which may be deriv*d to hb Morals from thb Engagement, rsBJi 
as it has been, are enough to com}H*nsate for all the ill Influence it may be 
supposed to have on hb intellectual Pursuits. There b a Genen)sity, a 
Fortitude, a manline)>s & Elevation of miiul which such true (iallautrjf 
insnires, tliat b not so Easily otherwise taught. As I will not suffer mj- 
sell to think, but for a moment, that He will ever be wanting in ilononr 
or Integrity, so as to tempt Ilim to shrink from an honourable Euga^ 
ment, I trust. He will also consider Himself as not less bound in ilouoor. 
to avoid all those sordid & less noble Pursuits, which wou*d debase, 4 
lander Him unworthy of Her. Xay, I trust that He will thid himself 
enabled to collect the dissipated Powers of hb mind, & appir with £a^ 
aestness to hb Stodiea, which, it seems. He now confesses, lie has not 
been aUe to do these twelve months, owing to the impression of th» 
Passion. Upon the whole, it appears to me, oonsklering hb Temper* 
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Sitoatlon, hit Friend* hare ntlior ReMon to lejmce, than be lUflMj xt 
llu* Kii;:ii<;iiiietil. - 

1 eni-loM- jroa « Lvttor from H* Coop«-r, which. I aHura myielf. wilt not 
b« ditjilcotiug to you. lie u a tnan of true merit, in every miih> of lh« 
void; and }'Ou 1UHJ »aftilj deiH-ml on lii« Duing rverj' Thiiig btvouung 
iiH'h It nun. You »«■<■, jiin havt< all this & ihv next nioiith, before ^on; 
He •liould Ik! ibers U-forv thoir CoiunM-niviuctit Id June, that Ha ntay not 
kaa a Tt-nn nnil, a* hi» Friend & old Cotu]Kiiiion Carr. ha* Mime (houshu 
of acrampuiiyini; Iliin lliitlier. on llie Mnio Krrand. I will be abli]^ lo 
you. if, without InnuiveniL-nco to yourmiU, you can give Uim throe weeke 
or a mouth, to [-ousull hi» Krii-n<la, Jk get n-adv. 

1 am told, you luvo llu»ineM to our Provincial Court, tlio next week: 
I hope to see you either agmng, or returning. Tlio UoV, H' (.'altcrt. the 
Chief Ju»titw, & M' Ihilauy dine here on Jtondar, Mhouhl yon *et out 
on that Uaf . jou know yon can be here in Time to IKoner. 1 am, ttc* 

J}r. Co^*r to llowliitpfm. 
Kixo'e CotLEiiK, Nkit Vokx, 2 July, 1773. 
Dear Sir, 

I Tcc'd .vour'a the Dnr bi'fore Yeatenlay. ITnfortunaleljr. M' Cnalb 
bimwif, haTing taken it ^rom y* man eniployed by y* I'oat MaHter to carry 
Letters about. l)rou;;bt it to niei h> that 1 gave the incloMtl to him in^ 
neiliately, little sn«i>ei-tiuf: the moumfnl Conlenla. The 8hoult. you ma.r 
•up)iOM. wa* (evere: howi'ver, he b grown mueh more compa«edi it I 
bi^ hU good Seute and Chrwtiati Fonltode, in a reaiouable Time will 
perfect j* cure.t 

lie Itvii now altogether in the College, atul tUnea with the I'rofeMcna 
uul myK-l{ in tlio College^ll. lie Irno Httod up a Itoom in a ncai. ofaiia 
Ta«te, atlenda hi* lixtrucior* punduallj, and, 1 doubt not will male % 
Proticieucy equal to y* warmeat Wivhet and Kxpeiiatioua o( hi* beat 
Friends. At preaent, indeed, aa tiiuat bo ex|)ect(^, hii mind is not in ft 
itate to admit of any IntenM>neM of npplieittion i but I am perauadud, aa 
bi* Grief wrara oO lit' will do every Tiling thai i* reaaoiMbly to be ex- 
pected from a young (ientleninn in his niluntion. lie has alrvady gained 
mucli upon y* ulTfCtionB of lu« Instmclom ; which is a Circuroslance that 
cannot fail of producing vorr bciicltcial effect*, with Regard both lo hi* 
Learning ami IUp|iine«a. during his Itesideuce in this I'laM. 

I fancy he will not cIuim to write tu you himMtf for a few Days ) but 
be baa deeireil me to infonn you that hia aiiuition among ni b perfectly 
igreeable. 

I hafo the Honour to be, goo<l Sir, 

V moat obed* and obliged 8erv* 4m^ 

11. CoorsM. 

JiJm TVnb Ctuti* to Wt^irngton. 

KtMo'a CoLLKOK, i July, 1773. 

Hon4 Sir, 

Pardon me for having thus impos'd upon your good nature by not writ- 
ing to you aooner. 1 m'itlior could nor hod it iu my power to wy any 

•WublnitoB Ml oat (br New York on Usj Iftb toelweCatlliamln-ltwearaarDT. 
Cnopn. H« mrhnl ibM dir on iba itvniitijt oTib* Snh.sml on ih«bllowi«( •*•>!■« 
■M pr«Mnt ai an taintnlnaimr -" — '- •■■- -'•' — "— — ' "-— 
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Sitiuition, his Friend* httva nth«r Reaun lo rejcriest than be uneMjr at 

I eiK-l0M> you a tx-tter from D* Coopt-r. which. I OMura mywlf, will not 
be tIi«|ilowing lo you. He is n luaii of true lueril. ia every leuto vl tbe 
word: ami you limy sufely <ltfi>enil on hi* Uuing every Thing becouiing 
tui-hainan. Ynu mv. yuu have alt thii & tliu next month, before jon; 
He iliould K- there before their Couimenivment in June, that He way not 
kwe a Tem and, ax hi» Krieutl & old C'oiu]Kiiuon Carr. has vome thoiiehta 
of Bcrompuiiyin^ Ilim itiitliur, on the Mnia Krmnd, I will be obligea lo 
you, if, without IiicoHveiiieiicu to yourwlf. you can gire Ilim three weeka 
or a mouth, to eouiuit hin Fricndi, A get n-oitv. 

I am tohU you liave lluoineM to our I'rovlticial Conrt, llw next week: 
I hope 10 see you either a;;oin};, or rt'turuing. Tlie Uov', it' Calvert, tha 
Chief JuKtiee, Jk H' Duhiuy dine liere on Monday. Shouhl you tet out 
«D tluit Day. you know you can be here in Time to IKoner. I am, Ac* 

Kixa's CoLLE»K, Xkw Yukk, 2 Julyt 1773. 
Dear Sir, 

1 rec'ii your'i the l>ny before Teateniay. ITiifonunAtoly, M' CiwtU 
buD^lf, having taken it from y* man eni]>laye<l by y* I'oct Mauler to carry 
Leilen about, lironglit it lu lue: m> tlint I gave the incliMed lo him im- 
nediately, little (uxjieiling the nmuniful Content*. The Mhock, you may 
Hippoae. wna severe: however, he u ^>wa mueh more compoaedt & I 
b(^ hit good Senae ami Christian Fortitnde, in a ivasouable Time will 
perfect t* curo-f 

He Itves now altogether in the College, awl iliues with the I'rofessMa 
ud mytelf in tlie College.haIl. lie lias titlod nna Uoum in a neat, plain 
Ta«te, attends liis Initlructors pnnetuntly, and, I duubt not will make » 
Pioticieucy equal lo y* wnrmest Wiwhe* and Kspeetaliou* of his best 
FrieniU. At present, indeed, as pnist bo exiM-ct«M, his mind b uot in • 
Kate to admit of auy Inti'Diteneas of applieiition t but I am penuadud, as 
bis Grief wears off lie will do every Thing that is reaiioiiably to be es> 
pected from a young llenilenuin in his nitiiation. He has already gained 
iDQch upon y* ulTivtions of his luKiruetor* ; which is a Cireunwtauce that 
cannot fail of producing verv bciu-Hcinl effects, with Regard both lo his 
Lcuniiiig and Hujijiiness. dunug his Itesidence in this I'loce. 

I fancy he will not chiise to write tu you hiiUMlf for a few Days ; bat 
b« haa desired me to iufonn you that his situation among as is perfectly 
igreeable. 

I hare the llmiour lo be, good Sir, 

y most obed' and obliged Serv' Ae., 

11. CoontR. 

Mt» Parle CSutit to WaAinglim. 

KiMo't COLLEOE, 5 July, 1778. 
Hon' Sir, 

Pardon me for haring thus inpos'd njwn yonr goal natora by not vrit- 
iDg to you sooner. I netihcr could nor had It iu my power to say any 

•WublngtoB set out for K«« York on Usj UibMptMwCaMbnmlmkScanerDr. 
CiopcT. K> rrachnl iImi rlir on lb* ■onlnji oribsMli.SMtcMi tbSfcUawlssstsalac 
«>■ pnseai ■■ an aaimiilamcnl icinn l>r tbe eiilsvns lo OrMral Oscs. 
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thuur with certain^ concenuog mj cttabUshineat hare till now. It giret 
ma PleAiore that I now hare it in my Power to infonn joa how agreeablj 
BTenr thing is settled. There has nothing been omitteil bj mv good 
Friend Doctor Cooper which was nece^sarpr to mj contentment in this 
Place. And Gratitode as well as Truth oblid*ses me to saj, that the other 
Professor* are not the least remiss in their Duty but give all the assbtance 
thej can oonsistant with the Duty they owe to the other Students. I 
attend at stated Hours the Professors, in mathematicks. Languages, moral 
and experimental Philosophyt & I hope the Progress I make m these U!»ef ul 
branches of knowledge wUl redown not only to my own Credit, but to ths 
Creilit of those who have been instrumental in placing me here, & m 
particular render you some Compensation <&' Satisfaction for the pareatai 
Care and attention you have always & upon all occasions mamifested 
towards me* ^ which demand my most grateful thanks <fc returns^ to make 
which shall be the constant care of J. ^. Custis. 

I found great difficulty in dL^posiog of my grey horse. His Colour 
made so mudi against him that I was obUdged (to avoid expence) to sell 
him at public Vendue for only 34 pounds this currency, a price tho below 
hit value I was oblidged to take. The Bay I have kept & shall keep 
nnless I hear from you to the contrary. He is a Horse I know to be gooil, 
A one I have a vast effection for, & except riding, there is no other ex« 
ercise to be us*d here, which makes it necessary either for me to keep a 
Horse or hire a poor miserable hack to take an airing twice or thrice a 
week, the distance of 4 or o miles into y* Country for the Benefit of my 
Health. 

There is nothing now, which interrupts my tran«iuillity, but the melan> 
choly snbject of your last Letter, <fc the uneasiness I fear my poor mother 
soifers on that account. I m^-seli could not withstand the shock, but like 
a Woman gave myself up entirely to melancholy for several Days. I 
should most glanUy have answered your favor when Doctor Cooper did, & 
have endeavoured to administer some comfort to my distrest Parent, But 
my Mind was too much agitate<l to admit a thou;:ht, & was illy capable to 
give others what it stood so much in need of itself. But I am persuailed 
your Goodness left no stone untum*d to render this shock as easv as pos- 
sible, and I think the only A most effectual means to remove from her 
mind the Impressions of my Poor Sister^ L» to carry her from home for 
some considerable Tune, for every thing at Mount Vernon must put her in 
mind of her lato Loss. Shood this thought of mine be approved of, the 
seeing of yon at this Place would ren«ler me extremely happy, and answer 
fully the end of her Comeing. Doctor Cooper was speaking to me on this 
Head the other Daj^ & said then, that he would write to yon to thai effect, 
and recommend it as strongly as he could. If you should approve of thb 
Sdieme, Jb will let me know beforehand, I will exert myself in getting 
jon Lodgings^ 4? every thing eke convenient. D' Cooper has some thoughts 
of taking a toor to the southward & of making you a visit this Fall, which 
if he doesy I shall noeompany him, as there is a Vacation then of four or 
ive weeksk 

Biloiw I coschide I mnsi beg you to write me unmadiately on the r^ 
ceipl of this Letter, aa I am axtremely anxmns to hear how my mother 
bears this mistortona, 4 of yow own Health, ds be certain that I shall do 
every thing in my Powert to prevent your good adviee being thrown away 

I am with siacere regard 4 cSsctioa 

Tout 

JoH3i Pabks CuaTii. 



Dr. (hop$rio WMiH^iam. 
V Coop^ presenu his most respectful Comp^ to CoL Washmgton: 4 
letnmshim his Son-in-Law, without any Vices that he knows <Zimd with 
many Virtues, wherewith he b perfectly acquainted. 

Hu assiduity hath been equal to hu Rectitode of Principles and it b 
hoped his Improvemenu in Learning have not been Inferior to either. 
KiXG*s CoLL: New York 
20 September, 1779. 



y. 



Vwrdiato Woihinfkm. 

Kixo's CoLLxoB, SO September, 1773. 



I have taken the Liberty of addressing a Letter to you, on a Subject 
extremely agreeable to me, 4 which, I am sensible, must be particnlarlr 
» to you. The Conduct of your Son, during his Residence at thtt 
Semmar}-, has been such, as that it would be injustice to deny Urn the 
tnbute of approbation he deserves, 4 jfoa S' the satisfaction which a sen* 
«ous Parent must receive from the Reputotion of one he loves. At n 
Period of Life in which the Passions are most violent he has discovered % 
remarkable purity of morals, 4, when Gaiety invited him to pleasure, has 
with such constoncy devoted himself to his studies, as to give us the 
surest ground to expect that he will hereafter attain to that excellence, 
which his natural powers render him capable of. A\Tien I mform too, 
that his affabiUty 4 Courtesy have endear*d him to ndne, as weU as to tha 
tffection of all who are concem*d in his Education, you may suspect me 
of portiaUty. But this Friendship itself would prompt me to the stS;tcst 
•mcenty iu this Description, least I might injure one whom I eeteem, by 
unprudently lulling Parental caution into a dangerous Security. If the 
Intrusion of tlus Letter wanu an apology, I can only confess, that I eonld 
not deny myself the satisfaction of giving this testimony to merit, el 
presenting my humble respecU to you, S% 4 your amiable Ladm, ol eon* 
patulatin^ Her on the hopea that her Precepu 4 Examples ofKety wiU 
be practjs d 4 imitated by her son, 4 of professing myaeli^ with all 

Your friend 4 humV serv^ 

JoH3i Yajumlu 

Dr. Cooper to WMimgiom. 

n ^ o. Kuco's CoLLXoi, ^•EW YoRK, 10 JanuaiY, 1774. 

Good Sir, 

I have received yours and AT Custis*s Letters of the 19th d December. 
For the many polite Expressions of Regard, in Both, I beg Leave to 
return my just acknowledgments. I hope, and eamestiv wish, the yomz 
odctHiuror oiay enjoy every Pleasure, m his new tete, w\kh his Imagbi^ 
Jon hath alreadv formed; and, from every account of the yoon^ Lad/a 
Disposition and Qualiiications, and from my own knowledge of Uu, I can* 
oot but think, that they bid very fair for Uappbesa: I pray Heaven they 
OMMT obtain it. ^ 

The monies vou left in my hands were nearly expended when W Custia 
went to Virginia: what remained not being snflident to pay the T^itoia 
taa stipulated quarteriy saUry. Since the Bee* of yoon, 1 have called in 
sa the Bills that I could think of: amei^ which ait Moetf eoasidsffabk 



iuDMi Til. RlTingUm't of 19, 2, 8£ and Graham, a Taylw^t, of £58 8 
104. Beddet tbeso Uiere are Mrenl small ones ; of all which, togetlier 
whh an exact aceooi^t of my own Payments, too shall receive the sums, by 
tfM next Post; I say the iuwUy <m account of the po$iage; the Bills them- 
8elTes,as well as those ahead; paid, with Rect* to them, as those not yet 
dbcharsed, bdng eqnaUy at yjWir Serrice, if you think proper to have them. 
The amount, taken coUecUvely, seems large, but you will find, on Con- 
rideration, that y* really collegiate Expenses are no ways high. The 
death of Miss Custis brought on a conuderable charge; but then ^e 
artides are in Being. The Chair, the Horse, the Money given to M' 
Custis for travelling Expences sweU the Bill exceedingly ; but then the 
two former articles are nearly worth as much, I presume, at this Time, as 
diey were then. The money laid out in papering the Room dec., mojf be 
amV of course: the furniture has been sold at auction, under the care of 
M» Harpur, into whose Hands M' Vardill committed the Bumess, upon 
Us saline lor England. The same person has packed up M' C s Clothes, 
^c^dTscnt them as dii acted. You wiU find that y* professors have just 
been paid their constant Wages; with whidi. thev have no ^^^ ^ w 
diflsatisfied ; though they much lament M' Custis^s unexpected Departure. 
For my own Part, it is impossiUe 16 make any charge at all; I have no 

I should have been happy in widting upon you at Mount Vernon ; but 
dieumstances, not to be foreseen, utterly put it out of my power to^gm 
mv Journey, tOl such Time as I wsis convinced you must have set off for 
innkmsburgh: so that I was not iitap/HrinUd. Perhaps upon some 
fatore occasion, I may be more fortunate. It would afford me moch 
pleasare to spend a few Days with you and M' Custis oiqr where: and, 1 
li^eit is not unsupposeable that you and He (after he has been some 
time a Husband) may take another Journey to the Northward. ^^ 

I win writo to IF & when I send the accounts. In the mean Time i 
ke,»ybe.tBegarfstoHini;4am&c M. Coopbb. 

, Tab mmi Azcnsa the acfwsf : for the Ink, every JMCond, freeses b my 



Obcjpsr 



)bruary, 



Sir, 



I did myself ..the Pleasure of writing to Cola Washmgton y« 1(^ ol 
last month, and promised, in that letter, to writo to you, de send the state ot 
jour accounts^ bjr the next week's post . ,. ». 

My Intention was good-r-but I eonUnot act up to it, as the accounU 
could not so soon be coUectocL I have, now, I hope, got them alL I do 
Mi send them .hicloaed,.mi account of f postage: but M' mrpttft 7 , 
knows much, more of Figures than mysdf, has taken the Tro«Me to digeijt 
Aem ; aiid in sudi % manner as, I hope, will make thein intoUigible eooogn, 
to n persoi^ skilled in BiMbeis at least, however they might perplex one 

vUised to soch Ska TransacOoos. ^ .. . 

1 am appfdie&aivo tk9 snmot them rises Ugher than your expe^^ 

I wm lils hkber, by araeh, than /supposed it ssonW have been. Orokm* 
BiUbaaAsnyo^bnt'MV best know what artkJes you had of hwa. 1 
dv^ heaid Urn raAoa^ a ifaflT FeUow—aa I once told yon »*-wheth«r 



A7 

he is honest or not, is another Question : But it is eertaln he is a violent 
presbyterian. 

You will, I hope, not Uke it merely as a complimentF— to whidi Und of 
Bnsmess you know I am not much addicted— when : I assure you of my 
being very sensibly affected upon your leaving this College. The Begaid 
I had conceived for you, from the Regukrity of your Conduct, and the 
Goodness of your Disposition, could not possibly produce any othor effect 
ppon me. However, I doubt not, from y^ amiaUeness of your Xod^— 4Jlol 
M— or Lady-4haUi4o^'$ DtpwrtmmU^ Charaeter, and Accomidishments, 
that she will make you happy aikom, which is more than most people. I 
fear, find themselves to be oJroadL • 7. 

Our good Governor is very much indisposed; ^ I presume, will hasten 
away.to Engknd with all possible expedition. Miss Bell Auohmuty, I 
hear, is on y* point of marriage, to a M* Burton, an English Gentleman of 
considerable Fortone, settled at Brunswick. ThisTto all the news I 
neaUeeL Indeed, my Hands are so full of Business since .M^ Vaidill*s 
Departure, that I cannot often stir abroad, add to which, that, for upwards 
of a week past, I have been much indisposed with a mdst violent eoUL as 
not to be able to leave even my.Boom. 

What is become of M' Bonder? I wroto to hfan, presently after my 
Return from Maryland ; but not one word have I heaid of him since. 1 
hope you wOl not be so totally engaged, after marriage, as our Friend 
seems to have been. . 

With my best wishes for your Happiness, and my best Bespects to Col* 
Washington, whoin, you know, I highly esteem, I am, dear Sir, ^ * 

.Mtlxs Coopbs. 



Bimekerto WiukimgiaH. 
D^Sj,^ The LoDom 6 Augort, 177*. 

I thou|^ht it far from the least pleasing circumstance attending my i^- 
moval hither that it placed me m your immediate neighbourhood. For 
havbig now been happy in your acquaintance several years, I could not 
help considering myself, nor indeed help hoping that I was considered by 
you, as an old friend ; and of course I counted on our living together in the 
pleasing interoourse of giving and receiving the mutuJ good offices of 
nei^bourhood and friendship. 

That things have turned out much otherwise I need not bform you. 
Mortified and grieved as I confess myself to be at this disappointment, I 



— J .«.».« V* uAui^ A v*u v^iwiy vuppuoo mh iaw» ui|i« we neicner oi us uunic 
oareelves to blame ; and yet I cannot help thinking that had I been in 
your place I should, in this as well as in other things, have taken a differ- 
ent part from that which you have chosen. Permit me, shr, as one who 
was once your friend, and at any rate as one not liUly to be soon trouble- 
tome to vou again in the same way, once more as a fnend freely to expos- 
teUtewithyou. If I am stUl hi the wrong, I am about to suffer such pun- 
kbment as might satisfy the maUce of even the most vindictive enemy; and 
u you are wrong, as in some degree, I think you are, it is my duty frankly 
to tell you so» and yours to listen to ne with patience. 



~ Oi tte gntt poinU m long and w frnitloMlf debated bstwMn iu ii ii 
.SMOl Mjr teka Mw agaiD toaolknt four Mtention. We iiaT« now each ol 
•^mt Ukea m aToired oar dde, and with mch ardour u becomes men who 
.^Eod OMBMhw to be In earacit m th^ oonTictiona. That we iliould boih 
'^9eblbtrig^tiBtmpoMibl«,biit that wa both think we are we miut b 
m ■■■iiiin canloor allow. Aim! thk eztreme difference of opinion between 
■ iiiiiiiliia. when we hare do gronndi for charging each other with bciog 
"^KalneMlBd bjr utj dniitsr or unworthy motiTea, ihould teach ni no ku 
^ mil III! in Jodging of and dealing bj others in a similar prediounent. 
' of whidi I am more stronglj conTinced 



^_iMn eamnt be anrthing 
-^Uian I an that all thoee w 



who with joa are promoung the present iq>paremly 

-^wlar mcMnres are the true enemies of uielr oonntty. This pereaasion, 

Soworer, will b^ no means jnitlf; me, shouhl I be so weak and wicki^ u 

*■» molraf then while thej do not molest me. I do not nj this becauso I 

lappea to be la what is ealled the minority, and therefore without so; 

-^ower el aediw otherwise i It is the decisioc of truth and justice, and citn- 

sot be fMated withoot doing violence to every system of ethics yet re- 

^•ired ia any dvitlsed coont^. Tbe true plan in inch catei is for each 

Tutj to defend Us own ride as well as he can by fair argument, and also, ^ 

^posdUe, to eoDvlaeehia adversary: but everything that nvonn of, or 

bat amwDBdiea to, coerdon or compulsion is peraecuuon and tyranny. 

It k on this ground that I complain of you and those with whom you Rtde. 
How large a proportloD of the people tn general think with you or tliiok 
with malt k in none of oar powers to ascertain. I believe, because I 
tUnk I ean prove It, that your party, to serve an obvioa party purpose, 
•zeeedingly magnify tba numbera of those whom they suppose to Uke part 
witk von, and you tax ns with dmng the same. But there b this gri-ai, 
"T'^t**) mid undisputed difference between us. No Tory has yet in ■ 
tta^t fHtanee mlifved or hiiured a Whig merely for being a Whig. And 
vhatcvar may be the boasted superiority of your party, it will not bo de- 
■lad that in some instanees at least this hat been In our power. ^^^'^^ 
twpeet to Whigs, however, the case has tieen directly tlie reverse i a Tot/t 
at all in the power of a Whig never esct^MS 111 treatment merely becnute 
" «f bk being a Tory. How contrary all thU k to all that liberty which 
WUga are for ever ao forward to profoH need not be Insisted on t it is w 
eoBtraiy to all jnstioe and honour, that were there no other reasons to dct«> 
mine me against it, at there are thousand!, I would not be a Whig, becnuw 
tbdr prtadplea, at least as I see tham exemplified in practice, lead w 
directly to all that k mean and unmanly. 

It b » geneial fault in controversial writers te charge all the errote of ■ 
parfy oa every lodiviilnal of that party. I wkh to avoid the dkgrace of 
•o indlserimiaaU a jndrment I ana thereforehave a pleasure in acknowlnlg- 
iag that I kaow many Whio who are not tyranta. In this number it )• 
kt doiag voa oommon justka to place yon. I wkh I could go on, and 
with aqinf truth declare that, whUst you forbear yourself to persecute your 
ieD»w •ul^eeti on the aoore of their poUiicol creeds, vou had been as car^ 
ful to dkeourage audi peraeentlon In othera^ SoomUig to flatter, as much 
as I aeora to tax you wrtmgfully, I am bold thus openlv U tell you I thiuk 
70U hinra amelt to answer tor In thk way. ItknMaliule tliot you hD*e 
to aaawer for with reepect to myself. 

Yon know, and have adoMwledged, the sincerity and the purity of mr 
priadpleai and have been so cumIM as to lament that yon could not think 
•a the pMt palate ibat now tf^iMt oar eommoa couMry as I do. Nevt 



or, it IS Impossible I should somedmss avow one kind of prindidea snd 
ranetimea another. I have at least the merit of oonsktency ; and neither 
b any private or public conversation, in anything I have written, nor in 
u;rthing I have deUvered from the puljrit, have fever asserted any other 
gpuuons or doctrines than vou have repeat«dly heaid me assert both in my 
vwn house and in yours. You cannot say that I deserved to be run down, 
rilified, snd injured In the manner which you know has fallen to my lot, 
nerely because I cannot bring myself to think on some political points Just 
u vou and your party would have me think. And yet you have borne to 
look on, at least as an unconcerned spectator, !f not an abettor, whilst, like 
te poor frogs in the fable, I have in a manner been pelted to death. I do 
Mt ask if such oondnct in you was friendly: was it tfther lust, manly, or 
poerou* 7 It was not : no, it was acting with all the base molignity of a 
nrulent Whig. As such, sir, I resent it : and oppressed and orerbMiW as 
Imay seem to be by popular obloquy, I will not be so wanting in Instiea 
ts myself as not to tell you, as I now do with honest boldness, that I d^ 
^ the man who, for any motives, could be induced to act so mm * a 
pirt. You are no longer worthy of my friendship! a man of honour oaa 
M kmger without dkhonour be connected with yoo. With your ooim I 
rmooDoeyoui ud now for the last time •ubsortbe myself, sir, 
Your humble servant 

JOKMBAM BODOaUI.* 

Boueitrto WaMngUn. 

pADDtNOTOH, KEAK LoiTDOV, 25 llay, 1T84. 

a, ' . 

I will not affront you with any apologies for this intrusion : for, greatly 
iftMed as I am to suppose you are, since I had the Honour of living in 
Ikiiits of Intimacy with you, it k not possible, you can be so cbaiwed as 
Am you would not feel yourself hurt, & with Iteason, were any man, who 
bd ever known yon, to think it necessary to apologise to yon for doing 
rtidi he IS prompted to do, only, by a sense of Dutyi ft what, motMver, 
Ik belwves it to be no less your Duty to attend to, than it U bis to suggest. 
It k no Part of my present Purpose to trouble yon with any Reflections 
mine on the many great events that have taken Place within the last 

■Thli letter w 

8, b; (bg (TjnilMn of Iho writer,' IIcvJoQal 

ph Lemuel ChciUT. bj ne 
'uhfngtoo, rained tlio que*. 

w^ xnmi of lu MMMlon tir WMhington, but it <!<»■ Dot Ibllow th.1 th« latter 
*C«mbridgB. when ibe ImiMrtantroacerni of the ermy rendered e record imnrelf. 
W, bad any such record been deemed nccoiurr. The lane end apirit of Boucher 
^frDuinBi and miBht ba nDmrwrMl wlrh m*h> -jmJi..* ««».... i^.. _. i. _<# i_ .l^ 



W periodieal («h eeriea, ix, \1 JaDDan, 18TH1 Col. Joiicnb Lemu 
MMau unimportant Butborily on qneiliom rclaiinir lo Wuhlnfftoi 
^whether the lelU|r h«lovor-bMU received bj W«l.b(rton,a'nd 



Bi end might 



with many 



_>tuafpBnt conteit, end under the atronK provoc 

■wmipted life lona friendship, irohon off, and famitki dlvi.lwl by Ibe political 
nMnnaraliwdbyliieeoudDelorUioBnlitlt govemmoiit tovarda Americe, end the 



Xtue btttcmea* engendered by ihnao d ilTui 
'"I aa they were uqjuitL Tbo letter of "" 
won of the cloatiiR wordi of Boacher 
.""r, lelattona were eubmuently 
irelnf oTIt^r-^- 



dilTurenrcN oanil* led to acta of penwoutlon aa 

of Frauklfo to Strahan li nerely anollwr ec 

ir lo Wanhinoton, and In the one caM aa la the 

reoMnrd, whon ibe reault* of the Retolailon ren- 



so 

«ifbi or Bine Tean. Ton A I, «lail b»T6, not been the only Persons who 
biifo diffefed m oor iminkms; or who have found it impossible .to agree. 
Tbk is no Ttme nor ^laoe for settling soch Pointo; ere long, we shall sU 
ha^ to answer lor them at a Tribunal, where alone it is of infinite mo- 
ment that we should be jnstifT*d. 

How far jon will agree with me in thinking it in your Power to do 

rf^Pfih\ng lor the Beligious Interests of your Countrymen, I undertake not 

lo say ; but, I assure myself, we shall not differ by ?our thinking it of lit^ 

Oti or BO, moment It cannot, I think, afford you Pleasure to reflect, how 

much has been done, through your means, for the CItU Concerns of yov 

Owntry ; A how little, as yet at least, for those of a higher Nature. Thtt 

your Countrymen will be either better or happier by what has .happened, 

permit me to say remains yet to be proved : I am sure, you wish they 

ahonki ; but it can be no Matter of Doubt or Dispute with any Man, thtt 

th^ can neither be so good nor so happy as they have been, if they are 

Mt religious. Many of the speculattoos which the late unsettled Timei 

bav« given Birth to, resemble your Persimmons before the Frost: thevare 

ishr to the Eye and specious; but really disgusting & dangerous. Thii, b 

my mind, is the Case, in a particular manner, with manv or most of the 

Utopian Pittjeots, respecting Universal Equality, on the subject of Reliffiou 

EsUblishments. I am unwilling to go deeply into the Investigation of thii 

Qaestkm, though I want not Materials in Abundance, to show you, that it 

k mmantie A misdiievous in the extreme ; because such a Discussion mint 

needs be tiresome A tedious to you : suffice it, for the present, to remind 

you, that the Practice of the whole World is against you. Similar tW 

tempts, in simiUr Tunes, were nuule in these kingdoms : & if I were very 

anxious to set you against such Projects, I certamly could take no more 

effectual means, than by desirinff you to remember what the Consequenen 

of them were. In short. Sir, I hardly know a Point more capable of 

Demonstration— from Htstoiy de Experience— than this is, that, to secon 

permanent national Felidty, some permanent national Beligion is abio> 

lately necessary. 

I would hope in Vlrgbia & MarvUnd at least, this would not be an ss- 
popuUr opinkm, as it certainly ought not : Stl think certablv would not, 
tf espoused & patronised by a Person that is popuUr. It is in this Ligbt 
I view yon; A this is the Reason of my having taken the Liberty to rab* 
mit these suggestions to your consideration. 

There are, at this time, in this country, candidates for Orders in the 
Churdi of England both from Virginia & Maryhind : it will not surpree 
you, that, from the Changes that have Uken Place, they should meet witk 
IXAculties ; nor does it surprize, though it greatly grieves me, that the 
niwillers A Enemies of our Church, British as well as American, snO 
themselves of these unfortunate Circumstances, to discountenance & ^ 
courage our Church, if possible, still more than it is. Some of these Diffi- 
culties I hope, will be soon got over; St they all would, if the People « 
your States could think it right to shew a Desire only^ that thev nap^ 
It might, perhaps, as yet, be too much to ask for a Reslora" of the «J 
Establishment of the Church of England, though it be a measure wbia 
sound Policy will sooner or later adopt, d^ the longer it is delayed, tW 
worse it will be: but, I hope it is not too much, nor too soon, to hopcUiitt 
evon BOW, the members of that church may be put on a Footing with Chi«> 
tkns of other Denominations ; wlddi they never can be, till all the Oro- 
of the Church are in their own Power, independent jrf. any foft^ 
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States : & among those Ordmances, that of ordination, Ac, is most essen- 
„. V**®*"^ ^* Justice & Policy require that you should have a resi- 
dent Bishop of your own, that your young Men may be ordamed, as well 
ai educated among yourselves. 

I have no other interest in this measure, than what my Zeal for the 
Church & the best InteresU of ManUnd give me : but, bellevmff as I do, 
that it is of ^reat Moment, the Thing should be attended to, Sb soon, Sb thai 
you are narticularly concerned to attend to it, because no other Man can 
do It with such advantage. I could not be easy till I had thus satisfy'd 
ny Conscience. Three years ago, I wrote you a Letter to the same Pur- 
pose ; but my Friends within the King's Lines, tUnkbg that neither the 
nmw nor yourself were then in a Temper to bear such appUeations, sup- 

P^n h J, '**^® °®^ ^®"® ™y ^!7» * ^«*^« ^« ^••^ ^ Providence t 
* will add this only, that if, by any Means, either as I have studied the 

robject more than most Men, or as I happen to have Connexkms in tUa 

u l7' ** ^^^ ^ ^^""* ^^^ "^ sbcere A may be useful, Friends to 
nch Measures, I beg leave to moke you a Tender of my best services on 
the occasion. 

It was, MDoubt, a great Mortification ds Calami^ to me to have all my 
American Property torn from me ; the Loss of my dharacter in that Coun^ 
t7, whkh I little deserved, affected me much more, as you will allow 11 
•Bght.- but, I have lately felt the utmost Edge of keen son^ow, when Ift 
jessed Frov^^ to deprive me of a true nien^ a most loving A be> 
loTsd wife, for whom I was indebted to that Country. I pray Qoa lontt In 
pisserve you ds vours from this the heaviest of all misfortunes^ 
With respectful Comp^ to M" Washtngtoni 

Ii>3maindMS. 



Wicoeiim tf Btmehif'i ^View of A0 Oaum and Omm^mnm ^ 0$ 

Anunean RwobtHmC* 

To 
GEORGE WASHINGTON ESQUIRE, 
of Mount Vernon, 
I in Fairfax County, Viq^bia. 

Id prefixing your name to a work avowedly hostile to that Revolution in 
vhich you bore a dlstioj^ished part, I am not conscious that I deserve to 
b) charged with inconsistency. I do not address myself to the General of 
1 Conventional Army ; but to the late dignified President of the United 
Sutes, the friend of rational and sober freedom. 

is a British subject I have observed with pleasure that the form of 

Goremment, under which you and your fellow-citiaens now hope to fliid 

P«s<^ and happiness, however defective in many respects, has, in the unity 

ttits executive, and the division of it's legisktive, powers, been framed 

>fter a British model That, in the discharge of your duty as head of this 

h^emment, you have resii^ted fhose anarchical doctrines, which are hardly 

P^dangerous to America than to Europe, is not more an eulogium, on the 

vpwm of our forefathers, than honourable to your individual wisdom and 

As a Minister of Religion I am equally bound to tender yon my respect 
|« having (b your valedictory addnss to your countrymen) asserted your 



\ 
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'opinioo thai ** the oolj firm tupportt of politiod ^rotperity are religion 
and moralitj;^ and tkat '* morality can be maintained only by reliffion." 
Thoaa best nienda of mankind, who, amidit all the din and uproar of Uto- 
pian reformsy pettitt to think that the affairs of thb world can never be 
we& admiaislered by men trained to disregard the God who made it, mmt 
ever thank yon for this deddod protest against the fundamental maxim of 
Modem rerolutionists, that religion is no concern of the State. 

It is on these grounds, Sir, mat I now presume (and I hope not impeN 
daently) to add my name to the list of those who have dedicated their 
works to you* One of them, not inconsiderable in fame, from havinff been 
joor fulsome fiatterer, has become your foul calumniator :* to such dediok 
ton I am willing to persuade myself I have no resemblance. I bring no 
ineense to your shrine even in a Dedication* Having never paid court to 
jo« whilst you shone in an exalted station, I am not so weak as to steer 
my little bark across the Atlantic in search of patronage and preferment; 
or so vain as to imagine that now, in the evening of my life, I may yet be 
warmed by your setting sun* My utmost ambition will be abundantly gn^ 
tified by vonr condescending, as a private Gentleman in America, to receire 
with candour and kindness this disinterested testimony of regard from t 
private Clergyman in England. I was once vour neighbour and yov 
triend : the unhappy dispute, which terminated in the disunion of our ro- 
■pective countries, also broke off our personal connexion : but I never wai 
more than your political enemy ; and every sentiment even of political ani- 
mosity has, on my part, long ago subsided. Permit me then to hope, thtt 
this tender of renewed amity between us mav be received and regarded u 
giving some promise of that perfect reconciliation between our two conn- 
tries which it is the sincere aim of this publication to promote. If, on this 
to^e, there be another wish still nearer to my heart, it is that you would 
not think it beneath you to co-operate with so humble an effort to produce 
that reconciliation. 

Tou have shewn great prudence (and, in my estimation, still greater 
patriotism) in resolving to terminate your days in retirement. To Mcome, 
however, even at Mount Vernon, a mere private man, by divesting younslf 
of all public influence, is not in your power. I hope it is not your witL 
Unincumbered with the distracting cares of public life, you mav now, hj 
the force of a still powerful example, gradually train the people around 
you to a love of order and subordination; and, above all, to a love of 
peace. ''Hb Ubi erunt artea.'' That vou possessed talents eminent]/ 
weU adapted for the high post you lately held, friends and foes have cos- 
oumd in testifying : m it mv pleasing task Uius publiclv to deeUre thit 
you carry badK to your paternal fields virtues equally calculated to bloom is 
the shade. To reoemble Cbdnnatns is but small praise: be it yours, Sir, 
to eojoy the calm repose and holy serenity of a Christian hero; and mtj 
*tho Lord Uess your ktter end more than your beginning! ^ 

I have the honour to boi 
Sir, 
Tour verr sincere Friend, 
And moot obedJient humble Servanti 

Bnsom, Surrey, ) Joir^THAir Boucnxa. 

4tk Nov. 1797. f 



Wa$kmg(om io BnteUr. 
Rev- Sir, ^^™^ Vbrkoh, 15 August, 1798. 

ment & thankT "?«•««». I pwy yon to aooept my acknowWgw 

before hand & wUh oonfideSM St S^t! . ' ""* ' •**", i'*"*^ ^ «"» 

act suffer lu I fear to eniov Uii. hU^nT^- ?' «'"»*'»«. *>»» wfll 

•^•"St^^o -void the cSSSW".£SlJ,S^r Wj?" '• ""• 

wiU entiUe US to its liotectionT ^^ «Me,ifwar must 

^^ ▼wy great Esteem, I am 

Tov moot obed^ serv* 

6* WAaaiMOTOM 
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